
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

Service of 
Remembrance 

 

‘Greater love has no one than this,  
that someone lay down his life for his friends.’ 

John 15.13 
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Opening Organ Voluntary 

Prelude Sombre 
Gordon Young (1919-1998) 

The Gathering 

God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. 
Psalm 46.1 

I lift up my eyes to the hills – from whence will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Psalm 121.1-2 

This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 
the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning. 
Lamentations 3.21-23 

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 
Isaiah 40.31 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice,  
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
Micah 6.8 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 
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Opening Prayer 

We meet in the presence of God. 

We commit ourselves to work 
in penitence and faith 
for reconciliation between the nations, 
that all people may together 
live in freedom, justice and peace. 

We pray for all 
who in bereavement, disability and pain 
continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and acts of terror. 

We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow 
those whose lives, 
in world wars and conflicts past and present, 
have been given and taken away. 

Ever living God, 
we remember those whom you have gathered  
from the storm of war 
into the peace of your presence; 
may that same peace calm our fears, 
bring justice to all peoples 
and establish harmony among the nations, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Hymn 

Lead, kindly light  

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, lead thou me on; 
the night is dark, and I am far from home; lead thou me on. 
Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
the distant scene; one step enough for me.  
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I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thou shouldst lead me on; 
I loved to choose and see my path; but now lead thou me on. 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
pride ruled my will: remember not past years.  

So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still will lead me on. 
o'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till the night is gone, 
and with the morn those angel faces smile,  
which I have loved long since, and lost awhile.  (tune Sandon, AMR 298iii) 

Act of Penitence 

Let us confess to God  
the sins and shortcomings of the world; 
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; 
its evil divisions and hatreds. 
Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 
and our failure to seek and establish that peace 
which God wills for his children. 

After a short silence, all say: 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Reading 

At the end the reader may say: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Revelation 7.9-10, 14b-17 

After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which no  
man could number, out of every nation, and of all tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, arrayed 
in white robes, and palms in their hands; and they cry with a great 
voice, saying, ‘Salvation unto our God which sitteth on the throne,  
and unto the Lamb.’ 

These are they which come out of great tribulation, and they washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore 
are they before the throne of God; and they serve him day and night  
in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall spread his 
tabernacle over them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun light strike upon them, nor any heat: for the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, and 
shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life: and God shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes. 
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Anthem 

The choir will sing an anthem. 

So they Gave their Bodies 

So they gave their bodies to the Commonwealth and received praise 
that will never die, and a home in the minds of men.  
Their story lives on without visible symbol, woven into the stuff of other 
men’s lives.  
So they gave their bodies to the Commonwealth and received praise 
that will never die.  

 words: from Pericles' Funeral Oration (Athens, 431 BC) 
 music: Peter Aston (1938-2013) 

Praying Together 

Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict, 
and ask that God may grant peace to them and us. 

To the servicemen and servicewomen 
who have died in the violence of war, 
each one remembered by and known to God; 
may God give peace. 
May God give peace. 

To those who love them in death as in life, 
offering the distress of our grief 
and the sadness of our loss; 
may God give peace. 
May God give peace. 

To all members of the armed forces 
who are in danger this day, 
remembering their family, friends, 
and all who pray for their safe return; 
may God give peace. 
May God give peace. 
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To civilian women, children and men 
whose lives are disfigured by war or terror, 
calling to mind in penitence 
the anger and hatreds of humanity; 
may God give peace. 
May God give peace. 

To peacemakers and peacekeepers, 
who seek to keep this world secure and free; 
may God give peace. 
May God give peace. 

For all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership, 
political, military and religious, 
we ask that they may receive gifts of wisdom and resolve 
in the search for reconciliation and harmony; 
may God give peace. 
May God give peace. 

O God of truth and justice, 
we hold before you those whose memory we cherish, 
and those whose names we will never know. 
Help us to lift our eyes above the torment  
of this broken world, 
and grant us the grace to pray  
for those who wish us harm. 
As we honour the past, 
may we put our faith in your future; 
for you are the source of life and hope, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
stretch forth your mighty arm 
to strengthen and protect the armed forces: 
grant that, meeting danger with courage 
and all occasions with discipline and loyalty, 
they may truly serve the cause of justice and peace; 
to the honour of your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 
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Hymn 

O God, our help in ages past  

O God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 

Beneath the shadow of thy throne, 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defence is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
will bear us all away; 
we fade and vanish, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 

O God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guide while troubles last, 
and our eternal home!  (tune St Anne, A&M 746) 

The Sermon 
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Hymn 

I vow to thee, my country  

I vow to thee, my country,  
all earthly things above,  
entire and whole and perfect,  
the service of my love; 
the love that asks no question,  
the love that stands the test, 
that lays upon the altar  
the dearest and the best; 
the love that never falters,  
the love that pays the price, 
the love that makes undaunted  
the final sacrifice. 

And there's another country  
I've heard of long ago,  
most dear to them that love her,  
most great to them that know; 
we may not count her armies,  
we may not see her King; 
her fortress is a faithful heart,  
her pride is suffering; 
and soul by soul and silently  
her shining bounds increase, 
and her ways are ways of gentleness,  
and all her paths are peace.  (tune Thaxted, A&M 579) 

An Act of Commitment 

Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God 
and our fellow men and women: 
that we may help, encourage and comfort others, 
and support those working for the relief of the needy 
and for the peace and welfare of the nations. 
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Lord God our Father, 
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, 
in the cause of peace, 
for the relief of want and suffering, 
and for the praise of your name. 
guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 
give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always. 
Amen. 

The National Anthem  

God save our gracious Queen, 
long live our noble Queen, 
God save the Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
happy and glorious, 
long to reign over us, 
God save the Queen! 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
on her be pleased to pour, 
long may she reign: 
may she defend our laws, 
and ever give us cause 
to sing with heart and voice, 
God save the Queen!  (A&M 578) 
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The Blessing 

God grant to the living grace, 
to the departed rest, 
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people, 
unity, peace and concord, 
and to us and all God’s servants, 
life everlasting; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Closing Organ Voluntary 

Highland Cathedral (1982) 
Michael Korb & Uli Roewer  
(arr. Antony Baldwin) 
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