PARISH OF ESHER

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END
Growing together in Faith, Hope and Love
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

CHURCH SERVICES

Holy Communion Led by Revd Darren McCallig
at 9am at St George’s (SG)
Preacher
Revd Darren McCallig
Reading & Prayers Bridget Williams
Musician
Keith Howell-Jones
Eucharist & Holy Led by Revd Darren McCallig
Baptism Service
at 10.30am at Christ Church (CC)
Preacher
Revd Darren McCallig
Churchwarden
Helen Coulson
Sidespeople
Debbie Banks, Michael Banks
Reading, Prayers David Stark, Jane Tyrrell
Refreshments
Margaret Dane, Vicky Jenkins
Musicians
Stuart Whatton, Oliver Macfarlane,
Rowan Marshall

SERVICE MUSIC

Opening music

CC hymns

Andante from Grand Pièce
Symphonique (Franck)
228 (omit v.4,5), 223 (omit v.2,5),
227 (omit v.3)
228 (omit v.5), 223 (omit v.2,5), 227

Setting
Post Sermon music
CC communion
music
Closing music

Coulson
Lost in Thought (Melanie Spanswick)
The Lord ascendeth up on high
(Praetorius)
Pasticcio (Langlais)

SG hymns

THE COLLECT

Risen, ascended Lord,
as we rejoice at your triumph,
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin
may find forgiveness and know your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

29 MAY 2022

Message from our Rector, Darren
Today’s Gospel Reading (John 17: 2026) contains Jesus’s prayer that his
followers ‘may be one’ so that ‘the
world may believe.’ The text is often
seen as a mandate for the work of interchurch dialogue and the search for
unity (ecumenism). As biblical scholar
and former Bishop of Durham N.T.
Wright points out, this unity ‘is based
on, and must mirror, nothing less than
the unity between the Father and the
Son.’ It is, therefore, not an optional
extra, but an indispensable part of
Christian witness. He writes:
‘Unity is vital. Often we sense it, heard
like soft music through the partition
walls we set up around ourselves …
But just as often, alas, we experience,
sense and know that Jesus’s prayer for
us has not yet been fully answered …
As in any human relationship, unity
cannot be forced. There can be no
bullying, no manipulation. But in a
divided world, where the divisions have
often run down so-called “religious”
lines, there is no excuse for Christians
not to work afresh in every generation
towards the unity Jesus prayed for. If we
are, essentially, one in faith, there can
be no final reason why we may not be
one, also, in our life and worship.’
(John for Everyone)
God bless.

READING Acts 16.16-34
One day, as we were going to the place
of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had
a spirit of divination and brought her
owners a great deal of money by fortunetelling. While she followed Paul and us,
she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves
of the Most High God, who proclaim to
you a way of salvation.’ She kept doing
this for many days. But Paul, very much
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I
order you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.’ And it came out that
very hour. But when her owners saw that
their hope of making money was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the market-place before the
authorities. When they had brought them
before the magistrates, they said, ‘These
men are disturbing our city; they are
Jews and are advocating customs that are
not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe.’ The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates had them
stripped of their clothing and ordered
them to be beaten with rods. After they
had given them a severe flogging, they
threw them into prison and ordered the
jailer to keep them securely. Following
these instructions, he put them in the
innermost cell and fastened their feet in
the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them.
Suddenly there was an earthquake, so
violent that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and everyone’s
chains were unfastened. When the jailer
woke up and saw the prison doors wide
open, he drew his sword and was about
to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted

in a loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself,
for we are all here.’ The jailer called
for lights, and rushing in, he fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he
brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?’ They answered,
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved, you and your household.’ They
spoke the word of the Lord to him and
to all who were in his house. At the
same hour of the night he took them and
washed their wounds; then he and his
entire family were baptized without delay.
He brought them up into the house and
set food before them; and he and his
entire household rejoiced that he had
become a believer in God.

GOSPEL John 17.20-end
Jesus said ‘I ask not only on behalf of
these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one. As you, Father, are in me
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so
that the world may believe that you have
sent me. The glory that you have given me
I have given them, so that they may be
one, as we are one, I in them and you in
me, that they may become completely
one, so that the world may know that you
have sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me. Father, I desire that
those also, whom you have given me, may
be with me where I am, to see my glory,
which you have given me because you
loved me before the foundation of the
world. ‘Righteous Father, the world does
not know you, but I know you; and these
know that you have sent me. I made your
name known to them, and I will make it
known, so that the love with which you
have loved me may be in them, and I
in them.’

TODAY’S OTHER LECTIONARY TEXTS
READING Revelation 22.12-14,
PSALM 97
1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; 16-17, 20-end
let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all
around him; righteousness and justice
are the foundation of his throne.
3 Fire goes before him, and consumes
his adversaries on every side.
4 His lightnings light up the world; the
earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax before
the Lord, before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
and all the peoples behold his glory.
7 All worshippers of images are put to
shame, those who make their boast in
worthless idols; all gods bow down
before him.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the
towns of Judah rejoice, because of your
judgements, O God.
9 For you, O Lord, are most high over
all the earth; you are exalted far above
all gods.
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil;
he guards the lives of his faithful; he
rescues them from the hand of the
wicked.
11 Light dawns for the righteous, and
joy for the upright in heart.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,
and give thanks to his holy name!

‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with
me, to repay according to everyone’s
work. I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and
the end.’ Blessed are those who wash
their robes, so that they will have the
right to the tree of life and may enter
the city by the gates.
‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you
with this testimony for the churches. I am
the root and the descendant of David, the
bright morning star.’ The Spirit and the
bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who
hears say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who
is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes
take the water of life as a gift.
The one who testifies to these things says,
‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus
be with all the saints. Amen.

PARISH COVID INFORMATION

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE NOTES

Welcome! It’s great to be together for
Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update
Sunday worship. A few things to remember.
We are very happy to have Christ Church
and Saint George's West End open again
Please take the Pewsheet home with you.
for in-person public worship. Christ Church • It is no longer compulsory to wear a face
will be open for private prayer every day.
covering at Christ Church, though please
continue to wear one if you wish.
Communion
• We are delighted to be able to sing
In line with Church of England guidance
again as a congregation.
those who wish to make an act of Spiritual
•
The toilet (at the back of the church) is
Communion can use this prayer.
open, but please use only if necessary.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
• The service will be live streamed on the
for all the benefits you have given me,
Parish YouTube channel.
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
• Communion will be in one kind only
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, (consecrated bread) with the priest wearing
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
a face covering for distribution. Please
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, come ‘up’ the centre aisle and use the
may I know you more clearly,
hand sanitiser before receiving. Please
love you more dearly,
return to your seat ‘down’ the side aisles.
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
• To make an act of 'Spiritual Communion'
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
please use the prayer opposite.
•
Just as you used the hand sanitiser on the
Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044
way in, please use it again on the way out.
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
It's wonderful to have you here - thank you
reflections as well as full worship services
for coming!
from the Church of England at the end of
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life).
Help & the Parish Office
The office is now manned however if you
do need any help please make contact
via the office email and telephone initially.
For all urgent enquiries contact the Rector,
the Revd Darren McCallig (01372 461088 or
rector@esherparish.org.uk) or a churchwarden
- Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Jane
Tyrrell on 07971 698299. Many thanks.

PARISH NOTICES
Annual Parochial Church Meeting - The
APCM will be held today after the 10.30am
service in Christ Church.
Electoral Roll - The Roll has been revised in
preparation for our APCM and is available
for inspection on the church noticeboards.
or can be requested from the Parish Office.
Annual Report 2021 - Our report has now
been emailed to all those on the Electoral
Roll. A printed copy will be available to
read in both churches. Thank you.
Vacancies on the Parochial Church Council There are a few vacancies on the Parish of
Esher PCC - new members are welcome. If
interested, please use the nomination forms.
Parish Giving - We now have an operational
digital collection plate in Christ Church
which takes contactless and chip and pin
payments. Donations can be made via
the collection plate or cash or online by
searching 'Give a Little Parish of Esher' or via:
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/d9f42eab78e6-4ce8-880b-215b3f77c260. Or to
donate to our Parish bank account, please
do contact the Parish Office or Parish
Treasurer for details and Gift Aid forms.
Lent Appeal 2022 - Our appeal for the
British Red Cross Appeal for Ukraine raised
a total of £2,851.72 (of which £1k was from
a generous individual). With GA we expect
to receive a total of £3,228.72. Thank you.
Parking in Esher - We have some parking
permits for coming to church on Sunday
mornings, 10-12.30pm. They will be issued
by the Parish Office on a first come first
served basis with names assigned to each
one. Permits will not be replaced and unused
ones must be returned to let someone else
benefit. The permits will run until August
when charges will be reviewed. If charges
continue new ones will be issued.

Sunday School - Our wonderful Sunday
School is now back in action. However,
for it to continue to thrive we need some
volunteers to help. It’s great fun and the
children are amazing! Please contact the
Rector if you’d like to be involved. Degrees
in theology are not needed – just a love of
being with little ones as they learn and grow.
‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Morning
Prayer continues on Wednesdays at 9am. If
interested contact the Parish Office for details
Fellowship Group - The next meeting will be
in Christ Church on Wednesday 1 June, 11am
‘Come for Coffee’ mornings - The next
coffee morning will be on Wednesday 22
June at Christ Church. All our welcome.
Foodbank at Christ Church - The Christ
Church foodbank operation supports those
in need in our Parish, particularly in Lower
Green. We are grateful to the volunteers
who have offered to help. We plan to open
every Wednesday from 10.30am to 12pm.
Parish Book Group - Our next meeting will be
in Christ Church on Tuesday 14 June, 4.30pm,
when we will discuss ‘The Shack’ by William
P. Young. This novel explores issues of loss,
suffering and healing. Some think it a bit
blasphemous, some find it weird and some
love it as very liberating and faith-enhancing!
For details contact Jonathan Andrew –
01372 464380 / jandrewesher@gmail.com.
Charity Gala Concert for Ukraine - Last
weekend guest artists from Ukraine performed
folk music and classical favourites in aid of the
Emergency Relief Appeal. We were pleased
to have, as our guest of honour, the new
Mayor of Elmbridge, Simon Waugh. It was an
enjoyable yet poignant event celebrating the
indomitable spirit of the Ukrainian people. We
are totting up the money raised and hope to
announce the grand total by next Sunday!

PARISH NOTICES
Ukraine Donations - We are collecting
urgently needed supplies for refugees and
those affected by the war in Ukraine. If you
have any of the items listed below, please
leave at the back of Christ Church, which is
now open every day. They will be delivered
to a Ukrainian restaurant, the Prosperity
Café, in Twickenham, a collection and
distribution point for humanitarian aid.
Note clothes are not needed. Donations
must be clean, organised and labelled if
mixed. Sturdy packaging is essential. Many
thanks for your kindness in these dark hours.
- large/medium sized backpacks
- camping mats, sleeping bags, torches
- warm blankets, all sizes
- thermal/base layer clothing, warm socks
- non-perishable/dry/canned food
- baby food/milk, bottles, wet wipes, nappies
- protein/energy bars, sweets
- non-perishable pet food
- painkillers (ibuprofen/paracetamol etc)
- cold/flu medicine (lemsips etc)
- wound dressings/gauze, non-woven plasters
- first aid medical kits, medical gloves, scissors
- disinfectants, antiseptics
- hot water bottles, insulated flasks
- feminine sanitary products
- power banks, cables (for charging mobiles)

Platinum Jubilee - We are marking the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over the long
Jubilee weekend (Thursday 2 - Sunday 5
June) and can confirm the following:

* A Platinum Jubilee Appeal will raise
money for the Queen’s Green Canopy
project and, we hope, for our own tree
planting project to replace the lost Cedar of
Lebanon at the entrance to Christ Church;
* ‘Our Faithful Queen’, a beautiful
commemorative book, produced for the
Jubilee, with insights into our monarch’s
deep Christian faith, will be offered for sale.
* ‘Plant an Apple for the Jubilee’, an initiative
to give pupils at our church schools the
chance to take home some apples and
pips to grow a new tree from them;
* Big screen sessions at Christ Church of
Jubilee events, such as Sunday’s Pageant;
* Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Teas at Christ
Church on Sunday from 4.30pm
* A Choral Festal Evensong at Christ Church,
Sunday at 6pm, to include the premiere of a
specially commissioned Jubilee anthem.
Invitation - We’re raffling two free tickets for
a special Platinum Jubilee service at Guildford
Cathedral on Sunday 5 June at 3pm. Please
email the office to be entered into the raffle.
Esher May Fair - Many thanks to our super
Hosting Ukrainian families - The Diocese of
bellringing team for opening up the tower
Guildford is now working as a partner with
so that May Fair visitors could ring the bells
the charity Citizens UK (www.citizensuk.org)
and in doing so perhaps they’ve recruited
to help with offering accommodation to
new ringers in the process. Fingers crossed!
refugees fleeing from the conflict in Ukraine.
We are also very grateful to Will Stevens for
If anyone is hosting or considering hosting a
running a Christian Aid stall on the Green.
Ukrainian family please do visit this page
Music on the Green - The next concert on
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/i-amresources/interested-in-supporting-ukraine, Wednesday 15 June, 1.15pm, will feature
Flavio Rodrigues on classical accordion. To
where you can find more information and
register your interest to host, in partnership watch MOTG concerts on YouTube, search
with Citizens UK. This will help the Diocese ‘Music on the Green Esher’. Email the Parish
Office to be added to our MOTG email list.
provide support in the best way possible.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Those who are ill: Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Betty Walker, Geoff Walker,
Elizabeth Arnold, Stewart Henderson, Gilly Barrett, Albie Mewse, Michael Newbould,
Allen Palmer, Malcolm Sayer
RIP Anniversaries: Sheila Haslett, Peter Welham, Christopher Arnold, Linda Alderwick,
Maureen Tkach
RIP: Catherine Whishaw, Baby Lochie Buckingham, Dorothy Bicker
Baptism: Lucas Karl Aaron Crane

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary.
May/June
Monday 30
Tuesday 31
Wednesday 1
Thursday 2
Friday 3

Time Reading
Numbers 22.1-35; Ps 93; Luke 7.36-end
1 Samuel 2.1-10; Ps 85; Mark 3.31-end
9.00-10.00am Numbers 23.13-end; Ps 29; Luke 8.16-25
Numbers 24; Ps 24; Luke 8.26-39
Numbers 27.12-end; Ps 28; Luke 8.40-end

LOOKING AHEAD
May
Sunday 29

Time Event
9.00am Holy Communion, St George’s
10.30am Eucharist & Holy Baptism Service, Christ Church
Midday Annual Parochial Church Meeting, Christ Church
3.00pm Interment of Dorothy Bicker, Christ Church
Monday 30
7.15-9.00pm Choir practice, Christ Church
June
Time Event
Wednesday 1
9.00-10.00am Morning Prayer, Zoom
10.30am-12pm Foodbank distribution, Christ Church
11.00am Fellowship Group, Christ Church
7.00pm Bellringing practice, Christ Church
For Platinum Jubilee events see pewsheet notices, posters and website
Thursday 2
All day Whitsun Bank Holiday
All day Parish Office closed 2-5 June incl.
Friday 3
All day Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday
Sunday 5
9.00am Holy Communion for Pentecost, St George’s
10.30am Parish Communion for Pentecost, Christ Church

CONTACTS
PARISH OF ESHER
RECTOR
Website www.esherparish.org.uk
Revd Darren McCallig
Facebook www.facebook.com/EsherParish
Tel 01372 461088 Email rector@esherparish.org.uk
SoundCloud soundcloud.com/esherparish
Rector’s day off is Monday
PARISH OFFICE Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS
Tel 01372 462282 Email office@esherparish.org.uk

