PARISH OF ESHER

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END
Growing together in Faith, Hope and Love
STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR

CHURCH SERVICES

Parish
Communion
Preacher
Churchwarden
Sidespeople
Reading & Prayers
Musician

Led by Revd Darren McCallig
at 10.30am at Christ Church
Revd Darren McCallig
Helen Coulson
Volunteers required
Brian Elliott, Jennifer Meade
Oliver Macfarlane

COMMUNION MUSIC

Opening music
Hymns

In dulci jubilo, BWV 608 (Bach)
Good King Wenceslas, 88, 70

Setting
Anthem
Closing music

Coulson
Coventry Carol (English trad.)
Lobt Gott, ihr Christen, alluzugleich,
BWV 609 (Bach)

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

Gracious Father,
who gave the first martyr Stephen
grace to pray for those who took up stones against
him: grant that in all our sufferings for the truth
we may learn to love even our enemies
and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our
hurt, looking up to heaven
to him who was crucified for us,
Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Merciful Lord,
we thank you for the signs of your mercy
revealed in birth and death:
save us by the coming of your Son,
and give us joy in honouring Stephen,
first martyr of the new Israel;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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A note on Saint Stephen
In the book of the Acts of the Apostles,
Stephen is described as one of the seven
deacons whose job it is to care for the
widows in the early Church in Jerusalem.
His eloquent speech before the Sanhedrin,
in which he shows the great sweep of
Jewish history as leading to the birth of
Jesus, the long-expected Messiah, and his
impassioned plea that all might hear the
good news of Jesus, leads to his inevitable
martyrdom by being stoned to death. As
the author of Acts, Luke's description of
Stephen bears direct parallels to that of
Christ: for example, the passion; being
filled with the Holy Spirit; seeing the Son
of God as the right hand of God, as Jesus
promised he would be; commending his
spirit to Jesus, as Jesus commended his
to the Father; kneeling as Jesus did in
Gethsemane and asking forgiveness for his
persecutors. Witnessing to Jesus by acting
like Jesus in every way is thus seen by Luke
as of the essence of the Christian life.
(Exciting Holiness)

READING Acts 7.51-end

PSALM 119.161-168

Stephen said, ‘You stiff-necked people,
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you
are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit,
just as your ancestors used to do. Which
of the prophets did your ancestors not
persecute? They killed those who foretold
the coming of the Righteous One, and
now you have become his betrayers
and murderers. You are the ones that
received the law as ordained by angels,
and yet you have not kept it.’ When
they heard these things, they became
enraged and ground their teeth at
Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit,
he gazed into heaven and saw the glory
of God and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!’
But they covered their ears, and with a
loud shout all rushed together against
him. Then they dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him; and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. While they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.’ When
he had said this, he died.

161 Princes persecute me without cause,
but my heart stands in awe of your words.
162 I rejoice at your word like one who
finds great spoil.
163 I hate and abhor falsehood, but I love
your law.
164 Seven times a day I praise you for
your righteous ordinances.
165 Great peace have those who love
your law; nothing can make them stumble.
166 I hope for your salvation, O Lord, and
I fulfil your commandments.
167 My soul keeps your decrees; I love
them exceedingly.
168 I keep your precepts and decrees, for
all my ways are before you.

GOSPEL Matthew 10.17-22
Jesus said ‘Beware of them, for they will
hand you over to councils and flog you
in their synagogues; and you will be
dragged before governors and kings
because of me, as a testimony to them
and the Gentiles. When they hand you
over, do not worry about how you are
to speak or what you are to say; for
what you are to say will be given to you
at that time; for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you.Brother will betray brother
to death, and a father his child, and
children will rise against parents and
have them put to death; and you will be
hated by all because of my name. But
the one who endures to the end will be
saved.’

HYMN
Good King Wenceslas
Good King Wenceslas looked out
on the feast of Stephen,
when the snow lay round about,
deep, and crisp, and even:
brightly shone the moon that night
though the frost was cruel,
when a poor man came in sight,
gath’ring winter fuel.
‘Hither, page, and stand by me,
if thou know’st it, telling,
yonder peasant, who is he,
where and what his dwelling?’
‘Sire, he lives a good league hence,
underneath the mountain,
right against the forest fence,
by Saint Agnes’ fountain.’
‘Bring me flesh, and bring me wine,
bring me pine logs hither:
thou and I will see him dine,
when we bring them thither.’
Page and monarch, forth they went,
forth they went together;
through the rude wind’s wild lament,
and the bitter weather.
‘Sire, the night is darker now,
and the wind blows stronger;
fails my heart, I know not how;
I can go no longer.’
‘Mark my footsteps good, my page;
tread thou in them boldly:
thou shalt find the winter’s rage
freeze thy blood less coldly.’
In his master’s steps he trod,
where the snow lay dinted;
heat was in the very sod
which the Saint had printed.
Therefore, Christians all, be sure,
wealth or rank possessing,
ye who now will bless the poor,
shall yourselves find blessing.

PARISH COVID INFORMATION

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE NOTES

Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update
We are very happy to have Christ Church
and Saint George's West End open again
for in-person public worship. Christ Church
will also open for private prayer most
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm.

Welcome! It’s great to be together for
Sunday worship. A few things to remember:

Communion
In line with Church of England guidance
those who wish to make an act of Spiritual
Communion can use this prayer.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

•

•
•

•
•
•

We encourage you, please – if you have
the NHS app – to scan the QR code on
arrival at church.
Please take the Pewsheet with you.
We ask, please, that you wear a face
covering, bearing in mind that masks
primarily provide protection to others.
Exemptions are: those leading worship;
children under 11; those unable to put
on/wear a face mask because of
a physical or mental illness or disability;
those for whom wearing a mask will
cause severe distress; and anyone
assisting someone who relies on
lip reading to communicate.
We are delighted to be able to sing
again as a congregation.
The toilet (at the back of the church) is
open, but please use only if necessary.
The service will be live streamed on the
Parish YouTube channel.
Just as you used the hand sanitiser on the
way in, please use it again on the way out.

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
•
reflections as well as full worship services
from the Church of England at the end of
It's wonderful to have you here - thank you!
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life).
Help & the Parish Office
The office is now manned however if you
do need any help please make contact
via the office email and telephone initially.
For all urgent enquiries contact the Rector,
the Revd Darren McCallig (01372 461088 or
rector@esherparish.org.uk) or a churchwarden
- Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Jane
Tyrrell on 07971 698299. Many thanks.

PARISH NOTICES
Peace and Joy over Christmas - As we
come to the end of another unusual year,
I want - as your Rector, along with the
Wardens and the PCC - to thank you for
all your support, prayers, help and
encouragement in 2021. We know that
many in our community are facing dark and
difficult times right now, but we pray that
wherever you are the peace and joy of
Christmas will be with you. 'The light shines
in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it.' (John 1.5).
Friends Update - Coffee morning dates for
2022 will be publicised in the pewsheet.
Book Group - The next meeting will be at
4.30pm on Tuesday 18 January in Christ
Church. Jane Anderson will lead a discussion
of ‘East West Street’ by Philippe Sands.
Join us for another stimulating session.

A Happy New Year Thank You - A big
thank you for our shared ministry together
over the last year. A very special big thank
you to the pastoral team, the choir, organists,
bellringers, gardeners, flower arrangers,
coffee and rota teams for all their help,
organization, hospitality and dedication.
Thank you. We all wish you a very happy
and healthy 2022.
Growing Together - Thank you to everyone
who has responded to our ‘stewardship
season’. We are now busily processing all
responses and will provide an update in the
pewsheet in 2022.

Darren - Our Rector, Darren, will be on
leave from Monday 27 December 2021 to
Wednesday 5 January 2022 inclusive. With
the Parish Office also closed at that time,
please contact the Churchwardens, Helen
Coulson (07506 701454) or Jane Tyrrell
Parish Winter Help & Support - Now that
the winter is upon us we all need to look out (07971 698299).
for each other. Neighbours should check if Parish Office closed - It is planned for the office
curtains are drawn for too long, if lights are to be closed for three weeks – from Christmas
left on or deliveries stack up on doorsteps. Day. It will re-open again on Monday 17 January.
These may be telltale signs that something ‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Morning
is not right. Family and friends should keep Prayer will resume in 2022 on Wednesday 12
in regular contact with vulnerable and elderly January at 9am.
people in bad weather to check how they
Safe Places - This is a national scheme that
are. If anyone has concerns do get in contact
Elmbridge Borough Council has been rolling
so our Pastoral Team can help. For support
out throughout Elmbridge. Safe Places offers
go to Surrey County Council’s website at
the reassurance that there are organisations
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-carethat would be willing to provide a space for
and-health/adults/contact
people who are confused, scared, lost, at
risk and need support right away. For more
details go to https://www.safeplaces.org.uk.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Those who are ill: Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien, Betty Walker,
Geoff Walker, Elizabeth Arnold, Sue Lynn, Hugh Miller, Stewart Henderson,
John Treneman, Gilly Barrett, Albie Mewse, Michelle Hammond, Michael Newbould
RIP Anniversaries: Antony Fraser, Edith May, Doreen Hinds, Janet Bedford,
Kenneth Brookes, Ellen Garratt. Joseph Finnis, Ingeborg Vahl
RIP: Sheila Wilson

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary.
December
Monday 27
Tuesday 28
Wednesday 29
Thursday 30
Friday 31

Time Reading
Exodus 33.12-end; Ps 21; 1 John 2.1-11
Baruch 4.21-27; Ps 36; Matthew 18.1-10
Jonah 1; Ps 19; Colossians 1.1-14
Jonah 2; Ps 113; Colossians 1.15-23
Jonah 3-4; Ps 102; Colossians 1.24-2.7

LOOKING AHEAD
December
Sunday 26
Monday 27
Tuesday 28
January
Sunday 2
Monday

3

Wednesday

5

Sunday

9

Monday 10

Time
10.30am
All day
All day
Time
9.00am
10.30am
All day
7.15pm
10.00am-4.00pm
7.00-8.30pm
9.00am
10.30am
7.15pm

Event
Parish Communion, Christ Church
Bank holiday
Bank holiday
Event
Holy Communion, St George’s
Parish Communion, Christ Church
Bank holiday
No choir practice (rehearsals resume Jan 10)
Christ Church open
Bellringing practice, Christ Church
Holy Communion, St George’s
Parish Communion, Christ Church
Choir practice, Christ Church

CONTACTS
PARISH OF ESHER
Website www.esherparish.org.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/EsherParish
SoundCloud soundcloud.com/esherparish

RECTOR
Revd Darren McCallig
Tel 01372 461088 Email rector@esherparish.org.uk
Rector’s day off is Monday

PARISH OFFICE Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS
Tel 01372 462282 Email office@esherparish.org.uk

