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CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                             24 MAY 2020
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Parish Communion led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Diana Johns 
Preacher Revd Darren McCallig 

Prayers Stephen Lee 
Music & Hymns 769, 227  

Anthem God is gone up (Finzi) 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
Today’s Gospel Reading (John 17: 1-11) 
contains Jesus’s prayer to the Father that  
his followers ‘may be one, as we are one.’ 
The text is often seen as a mandate for  
the work of ecumenical dialogue and  
the search for Christian unity. As biblical 
scholar and former Bishop of Durham N.T. 
Wright points out, this unity ‘is based on, 
and must mirror, nothing less than the 
unity between the Father and the Son.’  
It is, therefore, not an optional extra, but 
an indispensable part of Christian witness. 
Moreover, as Wright also notes: 
‘As in any human relationship, unity cannot 
be forced … But in a divided world, where 
the divisions have often run down so-called 
‘religious’ lines, there is no excuse for 
Christians not to work afresh in every 
generation towards the unity Jesus prayed 
for.  If we are, essentially, one in faith, there 
can be no final reason why we may not be 
one, also, in our life and worship’. (John  
for Everyone). 
God bless,  

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and 
compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the 
world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, and help us to 
live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

READING  Acts 1.6-14 
So when they had come together, they 
asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his 
own authority.  But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends  
of the earth.’  When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and  
a cloud took him out of their sight.  While 
he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them.  They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 



up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him  
go into heaven.’  Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away.  When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
son of James.  All these were constantly 
devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

PSALM  68.1-10 
1  Let God rise up, let his enemies be 
scattered; let those who hate him flee 
before him.  
2  As smoke is driven away, so drive them 
away; as wax melts before the fire, let the 
wicked perish before God.  
3  But let the righteous be joyful; let them 
exult before God; let them be jubilant 
with joy.  
4  Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides upon the 
clouds - his name is the Lord - be exultant 
before him.  
5  Father of orphans and protector of 
widows is God in his holy habitation.  
6  God gives the desolate a home to live 
in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
but the rebellious live in a parched land.  
7  O God, when you went out before 
your people, when you marched through 
the wilderness. Selah  
8  The earth quaked, the heavens poured 
down rain at the presence of God, the 
God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the 
God of Israel.  

9  Rain in abundance, O God, you 
showered abroad; you restored your 
heritage when it languished;  
10  Your flock found a dwelling in it; in 
your goodness, O God, you provided for 
the needy.  

GOSPEL  John 17.1-11 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he 
looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given 
him.  And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified you 
on earth by finishing the work that you 
gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the world 
existed. ‘I have made your name known to 
those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word.  Now 
they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that 
I came from you; and they have believed 
that you sent me.  I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours.  All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them.  And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one.  



HYMNS 
Rejoice! The Lord is King   
Rejoice! The Lord is King,  
your Lord and King adore; 
mortals, give thanks and sing,  
and triumph evermore: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

Jesus, the Saviour reigns,  
the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains,  
he took his seat above: 

His kingdom cannot fail,  
he rules o’er earth and heaven; 
the keys of death and hell 
are to our Jesus given: 

He sits at God's right hand 
till all his foes submit, 
and bow to his command,  
and fall beneath his feet: 

Rejoice in glorious hope;  
Jesus the judge shall come, 
and take his servants up  
to their eternal home: 

We soon shall hear the archangel's voice; 
the trump of God shall sound: rejoice! 

 

Crown him with many crowns   
Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
those wounds yet visible above 
in beauty glorified: 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of peace 
whose power a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
and all be prayer and praise: 
his reign shall know no end, 
and round his piercèd feet, 
fair flowers of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime: 
all hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 

   



PARISH NOTICES  
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Sadly both our 
churches, Christ Church, Esher and St 
George’s, West End remain closed with  
no organised public worship taking place.   
A parish team is helping our vulnerable 
members. All are encouraged to pray and 
give practical help where safe to do so.  
We don’t know how long this disruption  
will last but we know that God is with us  
and we are here to support each other. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed. If you need support 
do let us know via the parish office email 
and telephone. For urgent enquiries do 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk  
or 01372 461088) or a churchwarden -  
Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra 
Argent on 07973 909152. For music or 
‘MOTG' enquiries contact our Director of 
Music, Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

E-Prayers - We have an electronic prayer 
group whereby a weekly email is sent with a 
reflection or meditation idea, a prayer 
activity, prayer starters, prayer requests and 
a prayer for the week - taken from the 
Church of England's coronavirus liturgy, 
Common Worship and the New Zealand 
Book of Common Prayer.  To sign-up, 
please email prayer@esherparish.org.uk.  

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044 - This is 
a new free initiative launched by the Church 
of England and Lambeth Palace with help 
from Holy Trinity Claygate. Following a 
greeting from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
a list of options includes a short talk 
exploring a traditional hymn, hymns on a 
loop, the Church of England’s weekly 
service and morning/evening prayers. 

Parish of Esher Online Offertory - At this 
time of online services, proceeds from  
our ‘Online Offertory’ will be split 50/50 
between supporting the Parish’s ministry 
and mission and helping local charities 
working with the most vulnerable. For the 
next four weeks, that worthy cause will be 
Kingston Churches Against Homelessness 
https://www.kcah.org.uk), a charity which 
supports people who are homeless or at 
risk of becoming homeless. Supporting 
this organisation is especially poignant  
at the moment as one of its founders,  
the Revd Peter Holmes, Vicar of St Peter’s 
Norbiton, died recently of COVID-19. 
To help please donate to our ‘Online 
Offertory’ using the form on our website 
http://esherparish.org.uk/?q=content/get-
involved or you can make a credit transfer 
to Esher PCC, Account no. 41150961, Sort 
Code 60-08-04 at NatWest Bank, Walton. 
Please include ‘Online Offertory’ as the 
reference. A JustGiving page will also be 
available soon and will be linked from our 
website. These are extremely challenging 
days for many people, and if you are not 
able to contribute at this time, please do 
not feel under any pressure to do so. 

Emergency Food Boxes - East Elmbridge 
Foodbank has set up a network of local 
locations where emergency food boxes 
can be delivered from. The two Esher 
contact points are Esher Green Baptist 
Church and Helen Coulson (for the Parish 
of Esher).  If you know of anyone in urgent 
need of food and household goods please 
contact Helen (see above). Thank you.  

  



‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Every 
Wednesday the Rector, Darren, leads a 
service of Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9am. 
All are welcome to join. Download/install 
Zoom (zoom.us) on your computer or 
device and also , if you like, the Daily  
Prayer app from the Church of England 
(https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps). There 
is a small fee for the Daily Prayer app but 
service texts can be found on the Church of 
England website for free, and will be shown 
on the screen. Zoom prayers will be followed 
by coffee time (Zoffee!) finishing at 10am. 
Contact Darren (rector@esherparish.org.uk) or 
the Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk) 
for the Zoom sign-in details. Thank you! 

Youth Group - Although Voyagers and 
Pioneers cannot meet, every Sunday there 
is a group Zoom chat at 6.30pm. If your 
young person in the School Year 7+ age 
group would like to join us, then please let 
Dave Whymark (davewhymark@aol.com) 
know and he will give you the meeting 
code and add you to the mailing list for 
other youth information. Thank you. 

Choir meetings - Our parish choir are 
now meeting up virtually, with a Zoom 
session every Monday 7.30-8.15pm 
during what would be their normal 
rehearsal slot.  It is essentially social time 
though Stuart has now set varied pieces 
as musical homework for those interested.  
Non-choir members can drop in and say 
hello, all are welcome to join; please 
contact Stuart (see opposite) if interested. 

Music on the Green - We have reluctantly 
decided to cancel our lunchtime concerts  
up to and including 17 June.  Our final 
concert of the current season (15 July - 
harmonica & piano) is still pencilled in, and  
it may be possible to deliver it online; further 
information will be shared nearer the time. 

Elmbridge Borough Council help - For 
community assistance and information 
regarding Covid-19 (Coronavirus) go to 
https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/news/coronav
irus-covid-19-updates/ or call the helpline 
0300 200 1008 or for deaf and hearing 
impaired residents message 07860 053465 

Parish website - Please do use our website 
to listen to our audio services and to source 
information. All pewsheets continue to be 
posted on the website. Likewise all orders  
of service can be accessed also - look for  
the monthly ‘Sermons & Orders of Service’ 
heading under Latest News. The documents 
can be found in the news item. If needed 
sermon texts can be supplied on request. 

Service Recordings on CD - Would you,  
or someone you know, like to receive the 
Sunday morning service recordings on CD?  
If so, then please get in touch with the 
Parish Office or the Rector and we will  
do our best to get them to you. 

Pewsheets & Orders of Service - If you  
are not receiving the pewsheet and order  
of service emailing each week and would 
like to, please email Melanie on the Parish 
Office email (office@esherparish.org.uk) 

InSpire - If you want to have it sent to your 
inbox you can subscribe to the newsletter at 
https://www.esherparish.org.uk/?q=latestnews 

Facebook, SoundCloud & YouTube - Please 
‘like’, ‘follow’ and ‘share’ our new Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EsherParish. Do 
spread the word about this and our parish 
SoundCloud and YouTube channels too. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien  

RIP anniversaries:  Michael Gilmore, Peter Dickson, Alice Biden, Sheila Haslett, 
Peter Welham 

RIP:  Ian Dewar, Simon Theaker, Winifred Brookes 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

May Time Reading 
Monday 25  Numbers 22.1-35; Ps 93; Luke 7.36-end 
Tuesday 26  Numbers 22.36-23.12; Ps 99; Luke 8.1-15 

Wednesday 27 8.50-9.30am Numbers 23.13-end; Ps 29; Luke 8.16-25 
Thursday 28  Numbers 24; Ps 24; Luke 8.26-39 

Friday 29  Numbers 27.12-end; Ps 28; Luke 8.40-end 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
May/June Time Event 

Monday 25 All day Spring Bank Holiday 
7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 

Wednesday 27 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
Monday 1 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 

Wednesday 3 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


