
PARISH OF ESHER  
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                  22 DECEMBER 2019

WELCOME TO OUR SERVICES 
If you are new to the parish or 
worshipping with us for the first time 
please introduce yourselves to a 
member of the clergy or one of our 
churchwardens or sidespeople.  
This sheet gives some words that  
will be needed in the services and 
notices about the life of our church 
communities. Please do take it home. 

 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH SERVICES 
9.00am Sung Communion led by David 

Music & Hymns  80 (omit v3,4), 815, 452 
Reading & Prayers Jenny Gerrard 

Chalice Sue Langley 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICES 
10.30am Parish Communion led by David 

Music & Hymns  80, 47, 34, 75 
Churchwarden Will Stevens 

Sides Peggy Howell-Jones, Kath Chapman 
Reading Carol Henderson 
Prayers Dave Whymark 
Chalice Margaret Dane, Stewart Henderson 

Musician Stuart Whatton  

Refreshments Vicky Jenkins, Will Stevens 
6.00pm Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols  

led by David 
Carols  81, 64, 84, 79,  

Unto us is born a Son, 66 
Churchwarden Will Stevens 

Sides Margaret Dane, Stanley England 
Readings Bridget Williams, Peter Hardy, 

Carol Henderson, Jennifer Meade, 
Stewart Henderson, Youth Group, 
Margaret Dane, Helen Coulson 

Musicians Keith Howell-Jones, Stuart Whatton,  
Oliver Macfarlane, Diana Johns 

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this 
present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace  
your holy will and with her rejoice  
in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

READING  Isaiah 7.10-16 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask 
a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, 
I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord  
to the test.  Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then,  
O house of David! Is it too little for you  
to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with 
child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and 
honey by the time he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good.  For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and 



choose the good, the land before whose 
two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted. 

PSALM  80.1-8 
1  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you 
who lead Joseph like a flock!  You who 
are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine 
forth  
2  before Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come 
to save us!  
3  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, 
that we may be saved.  
4  O Lord God of hosts, how long will you 
be angry with your people’s prayers?  
5  You have fed them with the bread of 
tears, and given them tears to drink in full 
measure.  
6  You make us the scorn of our 
neighbours; our enemies laugh among 
themselves.  
7  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your 
face shine, that we may be saved.  
8  You brought a vine out of Egypt; you 
drove out the nations and planted it. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 1.18-end 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to  
be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  
But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in  
a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.’ All this 
took place to fulfil what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 
which means, ‘God is with us.’  When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 

 



PARISH NOTICES
Happy Christmas - May we, Sandra and 
Helen, and the PCC wish you all a very joyful 
Christmas and a blessed new year. Thank 
you for a good year together, sharing our 
lives and working together to help bring the 
Kingdom of God to Esher and West End. 

New Rector - As we come together to 
celebrate the good news of the birth of 
Jesus at this Christmas time we have good 
news of our own to share. We are delighted 
to announce that we have appointed a new 
Rector, Revd Darren McCallig, who will join 
us in March. Darren is currently Senior 
Chaplain in the Anglican Chaplaincy in 
Norway.  We look forward to welcoming 
Darren and his wife Annilese. 

Festival of Lessons & Carols - Do come  
and join us at Christ Church this evening  
at 6pm for this much loved traditional 
celebration of Christmas.  Mulled wine and 
mince pies will be served after the service.  

2019 Advent Appeal - This Advent we will 
be raising funds for Elmbridge Rentstart,  
a local charity helping homeless people 
(www.elmbridgerentstart.org.uk). Please use 
the Advent Appeal envelopes to donate via 
our regular Sunday collection. Thank you.  

Sunday 29 December - The 10.30am at Christ 
Church will be the only service next Sunday.  
New Parish Christmas Cards for Sale -  
Stop press, we have new cards for purchase 
at a special price of £7.50 per pack. Sold  
as a mixed pack of 12 cards featuring four 
images of our parish and sold in aid of the 
Parish of Esher. Limited availability. Buy for 
this Christmas or next!  Many thanks to 
Margaret Dane and Angela Stockbridge  
for their help with this fundraising initiative. 

Christmas Eve Crib Services - May we invite 
all children and their parents/carers to our 
Crib services on Tuesday 24 December - 
3pm at St George’s, West End and 4pm at 
Christ Church.  Feel free to come as angels, 
shepherds, Mary, Joseph, donkeys, wise 
men and women etc, as we recount and 
celebrate the Christmas story together. 

New Churchwarden - We are seeking an 
active, enthusiastic person to serve as our 
second churchwarden, helping to manage 
our churches and support our new Rector. 
Nomination forms are available. For further 
information speak to a PCC member. The 
election will take place on Sunday 12 January. 

Pre-School Worship & Praise - Since the age 
of three, Janie McCulloch, has been a member 
of Christ Church and has run both Noah's Ark 
and Youth groups. As a Reception teacher 
for over 20 years, Janie is passionate about 
including children in our Church community 
and feels there is a need once more for a 
pre-school group, building on Jan Sayer’s 
successful earlier work with Toddlers’ Praise. 
If anyone is interested do join Janie in Christ 
Church for a chat over coffee on Wednesday 
22 January. If this is not a good time please 
call Janie on 01372 815827 to discuss. 
Looking forward to meeting lots of you! 

Esher Church School Consultation - The 
Trustees of Esher Church School Academy 
Trust have launched a consultation regarding 
a proposed revision of the school admission 
arrangements and policy for the school  
year 2021/22. Go to the admissions page 
on www.esherchurchschool.co.uk for more 
information. The consultation period runs 
from 13 December to 31 January 2020. 

Please stay for refreshments after the service. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Viola Mason, Stuart Williams, 
David Parcell, Maureen O’Brien 
RIP anniversaries:  Julia James, Doris Bowyer, Christine Paget-Brown,  
Richard Barlow, Antony Fraser, Edith May, Doreen Hinds 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer are 
given below. All are welcome to use Christ Church for daily prayer. 

December Time Reading 
Monday  23  Malachi 1.1.6-end; Ps 130; Matthew 19.1-12 

Christmas Eve 
24 

 Malachi 2.1-16; Ps 45; Matthew 9-13-15 
Christmas Day 

25 
 Isaiah 62.1-5; Ps 110; Matthew 1.18-end 

Thursday  26  Jeremiah 26.12-15; Ps 13; Acts 6 
Friday  27  Exodus 33.12-end; Ps 21; 1 John 2.1-11 

PARISH CALENDAR 
December Time Event 

Sunday 22 6.00pm Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols, Christ Church 
Monday 23 7.15pm No choir practice 

Christmas Eve All day Parish Office closed (Dec 24-Jan 2 incl.) 
3.00pm Crib Service, St George’s 
4.00pm Crib Service, Christ Church 

10.15pm Choir practice 
11.30pm Midnight Mass, Christ Church 

Christmas Day 9.00am Christmas Communion, St George’s 
10.30am Christmas Communion, Christ Church 

Thursday 26 All day Boxing Day bank holiday 
Sunday 29 10.30am Parish Communion, Christ Church 

January Time Event 
Wednesday 1 All day New Year’s Day bank holiday 

Monday 6 7.15pm No choir practice (rehearsals resume Jan 13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church Open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  Vacancy  
 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

All main events at Christ Church unless stated otherwise 


