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ASCENSION DAY                                                                                  21 MAY 2020
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Service Ascension Day Service led by  

Revd Darren McCallig 
Reading  Mair Molteno 
Preacher Rebecca Warner 

Prayers Stewart Henderson 
Music & Hymns 232, 223  

Anthem Coelos ascendit hodie (Stanford) 
Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

Message from our Rector, Darren 
My dear friends, 
Ascension Day celebrates that moment - 
forty days after the resurrection, according 
to the writer of the Acts of the Apostles - 
when the Risen Christ was carried up to 
heaven to take his place at God’s right 
hand. It could be said to mark the end of 
Jesus’s earthly ministry. However, as many 
writers have pointed out, this leave-taking  
is not to be understood as an abandonment 
- it is, in fact, quite the opposite. William 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury from 
1942-1944, put it like this:  
‘The ascension of Christ is his liberation 
from all restrictions of time and space. It 
does not represent his removal from the 
earth, but his constant presence everywhere 
on earth. Because he is in heaven, he is 
everywhere on earth; because he is 
ascended, he is here now. In the person  
of the Holy Spirit he dwells in his Church, 
and issues forth from the deepest depths  
of the souls of his disciples, to bear  
witness to his sovereignty.’ 
God bless,  

 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Risen Christ, 
you have raised our human nature to the 
throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, 
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 
now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our Father, 
you have raised our humanity in Christ 
and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 
mercifully grant that, nourished with such 
spiritual blessings, 
we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

READING  Acts 1.4-11 
While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. 
‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard 
from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.’ So 
when they had come together, they 
asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 
He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has  
set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my 



witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight.  While he 
was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’ 

GOSPEL  Luke 24.44-end 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you - that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.’  Then 
he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and  
to rise from the dead on the third day,  
and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You 
are witnesses of these things.  And see,  
I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until  
you have been clothed with power from 
on high.’  Then he led them out as far  
as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands,  
he blessed them.  While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and  
was carried up into heaven.  And  
they worshipped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 

  



HYMNS 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
is crowned with glory now: 
a royal diadem adorns 
the mighty Victor’s brow. 

The highest place that heaven affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
and heaven’s eternal Light; 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below, 
to whom he manifests his love, 
and grants his name to know. 

To them the cross, with all its shame, 
with all its grace, is given; 
their name, an everlasting name, 
their joy, the joy of heaven. 

They suffer with their Lord below, 
they reign with him above; 
their profit and their joy to know 
the mystery of his love. 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him; 
his people's hope, his people's wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 

All hail the power of Jesu’s name 
All hail the power of Jesu’s name; 
let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem 
to crown him, crown him, crown him 
crown him Lord of all. 

Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 
who from his altar call; 
praise him whose way of pain ye trod, 
and crown him Lord of all. 

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
ye ransomed of the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown him Lord of all. 

Let every tribe and every tongue 
to him their hearts enthral, 
lift high the universal song 
and crown him Lord of all. 
  



PARISH NOTICES  
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) - Your wellbeing is of 
the highest importance - which is why, due to 
the threat of the Coronavirus and a notice 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York: 
• There will be no organised public worship 

or events at Christ Church, Esher or St. 
George’s, West End until further notice. 

• Unfortunately both Christ Church, Esher 
and St George's, West End are closed. 

• A parish team is helping our vulnerable 
members. All are encouraged to pray and 
give practical help where safe to do so. 

We don’t know how long this disruption will 
last but we know that God is with us and we 
are here to support each other. 

Help & the Parish Office - The office is 
working remotely due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak and is closed. If you need support 
do let us know via the parish office email 
and telephone. For urgent enquiries do 
please contact the Rector, the Revd Darren 
McCallig (rector@esherparish.org.uk or 
01372 461088) or a churchwarden - Helen 
Coulson on 07506 701454 or Sandra Argent 
on 07973 909152. For music or ‘MOTG' 
enquiries contact our Director of Music, 
Stuart Whatton, on 07816 011621 or 
s.m.whatton.01@cantab.net. Many thanks. 

Facebook, SoundCloud & YouTube - Please 
‘like’, ‘follow’ and ‘share’ our new Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/EsherParish.  
Do spread the word about this and our parish 
SoundCloud and YouTube channels too. 

Emergency Food Boxes - East Elmbridge 
Foodbank has set up a network of locations 
where emergency food boxes can be 
delivered from. The two Esher contact points 
are Esher Green Baptist Church and Helen 
Coulson (for the Parish of Esher).  If you know 
of anyone in urgent need of food please 
contact Helen (see above). Thank you. 

‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Every 
Wednesday the Rector, Darren, leads a 
service of Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9am. 
All are welcome to join. Download/install 
Zoom (zoom.us) on your computer or 
device and also , if you like, the Daily  
Prayer app from the Church of England 
(https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps). There 
is a small fee for the Daily Prayer app but 
service texts can be found on the Church of 
England website for free, and will be shown 
on the screen. Zoom prayers will be followed 
by coffee time (Zoffee!) finishing at 10am. 
Contact Darren (rector@esherparish.org.uk) or 
the Parish Office (office@esherparish.org.uk) 
for the Zoom sign-in details. Thank you! 

E-Prayers - We have an electronic prayer 
group whereby a weekly email is sent with 
a reflection or meditation idea, a prayer 
activity, prayer starters, prayer requests and 
a prayer for the week – taken from the 
Church of England's coronavirus liturgy, 
Common Worship and the New Zealand 
Book of Common Prayer.  To sign-up 
please email prayer@esherparish.org.uk.  

Choir meetings - Our parish choir are now 
meeting up virtually, with a Zoom session 
every Monday 7.30-8.15pm during what 
would be their normal rehearsal slot.  Stuart 
is in the process of setting some musical 
homework, but at present it is essentially 
social time!  Non-choir members can drop in 
and say hello, all are welcome to join; please 
contact Stuart (see opposite) if interested. 

Music on the Green - We have reluctantly 
decided to cancel our Wednesday lunchtime 
concert on 17 June due to the ongoing 
Coronavirus lockdown.  Our final concert of 
the current season (15 July - harmonica  
& piano) is still pencilled in, and it may  
be possible to deliver it online; further 
information will be shared nearer the time. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien  

RIP anniversaries:  Michael Gilmore, Peter Dickson, Alice Biden, Sheila Haslett, 
Peter Welham 

RIP:  Ian Dewar, Simon Theaker 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer  
are given below.  

May Time Reading 
Friday 22  Numbers 20.1-13; Ps 81; Luke 7.11-17 

Monday 25  Numbers 22.1-35; Ps 93; Luke 7.36-end 
Tuesday 26  Numbers 22.36-23.12; Ps 99; Luke 8.1-15 

Wednesday 27 8.50-9.30am Numbers 23.13-end; Ps 29; Luke 8.16-25 
Thursday 28  Numbers 24; Ps 24; Luke 8.26-39 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
May/June Time Event 

Monday 25 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Wednesday 27 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 

Monday 1 7.30-8.15pm Choir meeting, Zoom 
Wednesday 3 8.50-10.00am Morning Prayer & Zoffee!, Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  
Revd Darren McCallig   
Tel  01372 461088   Email  rector@esherparish.org.uk 
Rector’s day off is Monday 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

 


