
PARISH OF ESHER  
CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END 

SHARING THE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE IN ESHER 
Reconciling - Sustaining - Guiding - Healing 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                   8 DECEMBER 2019

WELCOME TO OUR SERVICES 
If you are new to the parish or 
worshipping with us for the first time 
please introduce yourselves to a 
member of the clergy or one of our 
churchwardens or sidespeople.  
This sheet gives some words that  
will be needed in the services and 
notices about the life of our church 
communities. Please do take it home. 

 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH SERVICES 
9.00am Sung Communion led by  

Revd Sarb Klair and Dave Whymark 
Music & Hymns  39, 46, 75 

Reading & Prayers Caroline St Gallay 
Chalice Bridget Williams 

Musician Keith Howell-Jones  

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICES 
10.30am Parish Communion led by  

Revd Sarb Klair and Dave Whymark 
Anthem Torches, torches (Joubert) 
Setting Addington 

Music & Hymns  39, 46, 815, 41 
Churchwarden Will Stevens 

Sides Margaret Dane, Stanley England 
Reading Jill Woolgar 
Prayers Jan Sayer 
Chalice Margaret Dane, Pam Stark 

Musician Keith Howell-Jones,  
Stuart Whatton  

Refreshments Pam Stark, David Stark 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ  
comes again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

READING  Isaiah 11.1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots.  The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked.  Righteousness shall  



be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins.  The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den.  They will not hurt or destroy  
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will  
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.  On that day the  
root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him,  
and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

READING  Romans 15.4-13 
For everything that was written in the past 
was written to teach us, so that through the 
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 
encouragement they provide we might have 
hope.  May the God who gives endurance 
and encouragement give you the same 
attitude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and 
one voice you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Accept one 
another, then, just as Christ accepted you,  
in order to bring praise to God.  For I tell  
you that Christ has become a servant of the 
Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be 
confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written: “Therefore I will praise you among 
the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your 
name.” Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, 
with his people.” And again, “Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples 
extol him.” And again, Isaiah says, “The 

Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will 
arise to rule over the nations; in him the 
Gentiles will hope.” May the God of hope  
fill you with all joy and peace as you trust  
in him, so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 3.1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared  
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’  This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his  
paths straight.” ’ Now John wore clothing  
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around  
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and  
all Judea were going out to him, and all  
the region along the Jordan, and they  
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  But when he saw  
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming  
for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood  
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from  
the wrath to come?  Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance.  Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry  
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.  His winnowing-fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 



PARISH NOTICES
Thank you - To Revd Sarb Klair for visiting  
us today and leading our services. It is always 
a joy to worship with you. 

Interregnum Update - After an extremely 
successful parish visit and interviews we can 
confirm that an offer of the vacant post of 
Rector for Esher has been made by the 
Bishop of Dorking, Jo Bailey-Wells, on our 
behalf. There are a number of formalities to 
complete over the course of the next few 
weeks but we hope to be in a position to 
share some joyous news with you all soon.  
A big thank you to those volunteers who 
helped all four candidates feel so welcome 
and showed what a great place Esher truly is. 

2019 Advent Appeal - This Advent we will 
be raising funds for Elmbridge Rentstart,  
a local charity helping homeless people 
(www.elmbridgerentstart.org.uk). Each year 
Elmbridge Rentstart houses and supports 
about 150 people and helps them move  
on with their lives. Whilst Elmbridge is a 
wealthy area, there are many people  
who are homeless or have unstable living 
arrangements. If you can help please use 
the Advent Appeal envelopes to donate via 
our regular Sunday collection or give to a 
churchwarden or sidesperson. Thank you.  

Christingle Service - We are very pleased  
to announce we raised £232.26 for the 
Children’s Society at last Sunday’s services. 

Parish Christmas Lunch - Very many thanks 
must go to Peggy Howell-Jones for once 
more organising our wonderful Christmas 
Lunch and fundraising raffle today. It is 
always a fabulous event which is greatly 
appreciated and enjoyed by everyone.  
Thank you Peggy - you are a star!

Parish Funding & Stewardship Campaign -  
A very big thank you to everyone who has 
responded. We now have a 23% response 
rate and we have ten new givers. We have 
reached over a third of our target. If you 
have not yet had the opportunity to do so 
please do consider how you can support 
us and return your form.  Thank you.  

Election of a Churchwarden - We are 
looking for an active, enthusiastic person to 
serve as our second churchwarden, helping 
to manage our churches and supporting 
our new Rector. If you are that person, 
nomination forms are available in church. 
For further information, do speak to any 
member of the PCC. The election will take 
place on Sunday 12 January. 

Music on the Green Come & Sing Carols - 
Please come and enjoy festive food and 
drink with a chance to sing your favourite 
carols at Christ Church on Wednesday 18 
December (doors open 12.30pm, carols 1pm) 

Mince Pies! - Our Festival of Lessons & 
Carols is on Sunday 22 December at 6pm  
- a great occasion to prepare for the good 
news of Christmas. We shall be serving 
mince pies and mulled wine.  If you can 
help by bringing some mince pies, please 
sign up on the sheet. Many thanks. 

Posada Dolls - To make room at home  
for Mary and Joseph for one night during 
Advent do sign-up in Christ Church.  

Ever wondered about helping - It would be 
nice for more people to be involved in our 
services at Christ Church and St George’s. 
Please do have a think and if interested 
contact Melanie in the Parish Office. 

   

Please stay for refreshments after the service. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Those who are ill:  Jackie Hinton, Yasmin Ingram, Viola Mason, Stuart Williams, 
David Parcell, Maureen O’Brien 
RIP anniversaries:  Julian Molteno, Charles Watson, Cicely Martin, Ron Williams, 
Elizabeth England, Mary Henry, Leonard Guest, John Lancaster-Smith,  
Dolly Nightingale, Kathleen Moreton 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Taken from the Church of England Lectionary – readings for Morning Prayer are 
given below. All are welcome to use Christ Church for daily prayer. 

December Time Reading 
Monday  9  Isaiah 30.1-18; Ps 44; Matthew 14.1-12 
Tuesday 10  Isaiah 30.19-end; Ps 56; Matthew 14.13-end 

Wednesday 11  Isaiah 31; Ps 62; Matthew 15.1-20 
Thursday  12  Isaiah 32; Ps 54; Matthew 15.21-28 

Friday  13  Isaiah 33.1-22; Ps 86; Matthew 15.29-end 

PARISH CALENDAR 
December Time Event 

Sunday 8 12.30pm Parish Christmas Lunch, The Bear, Esher 
5.30pm Pioneers, Esher Church School 

Monday 9 7.15pm Choir practice 
Tuesday 10 2.30pm Christmas Communion, Arbrook House Care Home 

Wednesday 11 2.30pm Christmas Communion, Moore Place Care Home 
7.30pm Bellringing practice 

Thursday 12 10.00am Fellowship Group meeting & Christmas lunch 
Sunday 15 5.30pm Voyagers, Esher Church School 

Monday 16 7.15pm Choir practice 
Tuesday 17 9.00am Esher High School Christmas Carol Service rehearsal 

7.00pm Esher High School Christmas Carol Service 
Wednesday 18 12.30pm Music on the Green lunchtime event:  

Come & Sing Carols 
7.30pm Bellringing practice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
PARISH OF ESHER 
Website  www.esherparish.org.uk  
Twitter  www.twitter.com/esherparish 
Christ Church Open  Every day, 9am to 3pm 

RECTOR  Vacancy  
 

PARISH OFFICE  Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey  KT10 8QS   
Tel  01372 462282   Email  office@esherparish.org.uk   Office Open  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 10-12am 

All main events at Christ Church unless stated otherwise 


