PARISH OF ESHER

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END
Growing together in Faith, Hope and Love
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHURCH SERVICES
Christ Church

Parish Communion at 10.30am
led by Revd Darren McCallig
Preacher
Revd Darren McCallig
Churchwarden
Sandra Argent
Sidespeople
Kath Chapman, Jane Tyrrell
Reading & Prayers Some of our wonderful young people
Refreshments
Helen Coulson, Will Stevens

MUSIC

Musicians
Opening music
Hymns
Setting
Christingle song
Anthem
Closing music

Stuart Whatton, Oliver Macfarlane
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland,
BWV 659 (Bach)
160, 75, 42
Addington
Hope of Heaven
(Mark & Helen Johnson)
The Call – No. 4 from Five Mystical
Songs (Vaughan Williams)
Allegro in B flat (Mendelssohn)

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Father in heaven,
who sent your Son to redeem the world
and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER

Lord Jesus, light of the world,
the prophets said you would bring peace
and save your people in trouble.
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
and show all the world God’s love.
Amen.

5 DECEMBER 2021

Message from our Rector, Darren
My dear friends,
Today’s Christingle Service is a beautiful
reminder of the Light of Christ coming into
the world at Christmas. It’s also an opportunity
for us to be bearers of that Light too, as we
pray for and offer financial support to The
Children’s Society. This morning’s retiring
collection will go to support their vital
support services which help children who
are facing poverty, abuse and neglect. Each
year the charity works with thousands of
children across the country bringing them
hope in the most difficult of times. One
such young person was Alyssa.
‘Alyssa grew up in a difficult home
environment and that affected her mental
health. Then she started getting bullied at
school too. At one point Alyssa felt that she
was completely overwhelmed, like she was
‘drowning’. Eventually, Alyssa came to one of
The Children’s Society’s support services and
received counselling from Kerry, one of our
project workers. This gave Alyssa the strength
and support she needed to get better.
Thanks to The Children’s Society, Alyssa
found a community of care which helped her
recover her hope. The support she received
has enabled her to move forward in life and
be happy and confident about her future.’
Our prayers and support can help young
people like Alyssa experience the hope and
happiness of childhood again.
God bless,

READING Philippians 1.3-11

GOSPEL Luke 3.1-6

I thank my God every time I remember
you, constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, because
of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now. I am confident of this,
that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion
by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for
me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for
all of you share in God’s grace with me,
both in my imprisonment and in the
defence and confirmation of the gospel.
For God is my witness, how I long for all
of you with the compassion of Christ
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight to help you
to determine what is best, so that on
the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest
of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise
of God.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of
Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler
of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the
high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went
into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in
the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. Every valley shall
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall
be made low, and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough ways made
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation
of God.” ’, and to stand before the Son
of Man.’

CANTICLE Benedictus

HYMN Hope of Heaven

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel:
for he has come to his people and set
them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty saviour:
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised
of old: that he would save us from our
enemies, from the hands of all that hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers:
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father
Abraham: to set us free from the hands of
our enemies, free to worship him without
fear:
holy and righteous in his sight all the days
of our life, You, my child, shall be called
the prophet of the Most High for you will
go before the Lord to prepare his way,
to give his people knowledge of salvation:
by the forgiveness of all their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God: the
dawn from on high shall break upon us, to
shine on those who dwell in darkness and
the shadow of death: and to guide our
feet into the way of peace.

Light up a candle and hold out the globe,
Here in the darkness the light of the world.
The red in the ribbon for love that He showed,
And sweets as a sign of His goodness.
A life freely given, a love we can know,
The light of the world ever with us.
(Repeat)
Hope of heaven,
in our darkness,
You came to Earth bringing peace and life.
Hope of heaven,
Full of kindness,
Come shine your light
In this candle that I hold.
(Repeat opening verse without repeat)
Light up a candle and hold out the globe,
Here in the darkness the light of the
world.from the first day until now. I am
confident of this, that the one who
began a good work

PARISH COVID INFORMATION

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE NOTES

Welcome! It’s great to be together for
Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update
Sunday worship. A few things to remember:
We are very happy to have Christ Church
and Saint George's West End open again
• We encourage you, please – if you have
for in-person public worship. Christ Church
the NHS app – to scan the QR code on
will also open for private prayer most
arrival at church.
• Please take the Pewsheet with you.
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm.
• We ask, please, that you wear a face
Communion
covering, bearing in mind that masks
In line with Church of England guidance
primarily provide protection to others.
those who wish to make an act of Spiritual
Exemptions are: those leading worship;
Communion can use this prayer.
children under 11; those unable to put
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
on/wear a face mask because of
for all the benefits you have given me,
a physical or mental illness or disability;
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. those for whom wearing a mask will
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, cause severe distress; and anyone
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
assisting someone who relies on
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, lip reading to communicate.
• We are delighted to be able to sing
may I know you more clearly,
again as a congregation.
love you more dearly,
•
The toilet (at the back of the church) is
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
open, but please use only if necessary.
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
• The service will be live streamed on the
Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044
Parish YouTube channel.
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
• Just as you used the hand sanitiser on the
reflections as well as full worship services
way in, please use it again on the way out.
from the Church of England at the end of
It's wonderful to have you here - thank you!
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life).
Help & the Parish Office
The office is now manned however if you
do need any help please make contact
via the office email and telephone initially.
For all urgent enquiries contact the Rector,
the Revd Darren McCallig (01372 461088 or
rector@esherparish.org.uk) or a churchwarden
- Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Jane
Tyrrell on 07971 698299. Many thanks.

PARISH NOTICES
Christingle Service - We are pleased to be
fundraising today for the Children’s Society.
Founded in 1881 by Sunday School teacher,
Edward Rudolf, the Children’s Society has
supported millions of this country’s children
and restored hope to their lives. The charity
runs vital local services providing vulnerable
children with support, advice and guidance.
Christmas Tree & Christingle Thank You! Thank you to the small band of people,
both children and those young at heart,
who made the Christingles for our service
today and also helped decorate our lovely
Christmas tree in Christ Church. It goes
without saying we are also very grateful to
our secret Christmas tree donor! Also we
should thank our local Waitrose who very
kindly donated the sweets and oranges
for the Christingles.
Growing Together - Thank you to everyone
who has responded to our ‘stewardship
season’. Every contribution has been gratefully
received and truly valued. We are now busily
processing all responses and will provide an
update in the pewsheet in the next few weeks.

Christmas Shoeboxes - Over 80 Christmas
shoeboxes were delivered to the 'Link to
Hope' warehouse in Ferring, West Sussex
on Monday. They will now begin their
journey to bring some Christmas hope and
joy to families in desperate need in parts
of Eastern Europe. A huge ‘thank you’ to
everyone who contributed to this appeal –
students from Esher Church School and
Esher High School, as well as some local
scouts and members of Christ Church,
Esher and St George’s, West End.

Advent Appeal 2021 - This year our Advent
Appeal will be raising funds for the Lower
Green Community Centre which has recently
been refurbished and reopened as a hub for
the Lower Green community in Esher. It is
used to help people to develop their skills,
ideas etc and to come together for activities.
The Beehive Cafe is open daily serving teas,
coffees, snacks and other refreshments. The
cafe is an ideal meeting place for friends and
neighbours to drop in for a warm welcome
and a chat. To keep this essential service
going, the centre constantly needs to raise
Friends Update - Our next Coffee Morning funds. We can help, by giving generously
through our Advent Appeal. Please give as
will take place at St George’s in West End
much as you can in the appeal envelopes,
on Wednesday 8 December at 10.30am.
Friends and guests are welcome to join us remembering to include your details so we
for coffee, tea, cake, company and a chat! can claim Gift Aid and enhance your donation.
Parish Christmas message - Our new little
Fellowship - The Group will next meet in in
booklet is now printed with many having
Christ Church on Wednesday 8 December at
already been delivered to Esher homes.
11am – the last meeting of 2021. We happily
A big thank you to all our wonderful posties.
welcome all newcomers to our group as
We still have a few more booklet bundles to
we reflect on our faith, prayer and life.
deliver (and particularly to the Lower Green
‘Zoom’ Bible Reflection & Prayer - This Tuesday area). If anyone can help please get in touch
morning group is taking a break until 2022.
with the Parish Office or Will Stevens (07505
‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Morning 904089/wjtstevens@gmail.com). The booklet
Prayer continues at 9am every Wednesday. bundles can be collected from Christ Church.
Please ask the Parish Office for details.
All help is gratefully received. Thank you.

PARISH NOTICES
Repair, Cleaning and Redecoration of the
Roof Rainwater Gutters - You may have
noticed scaffolding and ladders at the east
end of Christ Church. This was to facilitate
the substantial and badly needed repair
and redecoration of the rainwater gutters
and downpipes. This had been postponed
three years ago due a lack of available
funds. Fortunately our appeal for funds
via the recent ‘Growing Together in Faith,
Hope & Love’ appeal has brought forth a
substantial donation of circa £8k (10K after
Gift Aid) from a church member which has
enabled this work to be undertaken. As
well as the repair and maintenance, the
new paint work has brought the stonework
of the church walls into a beautiful sharp
focus. The gutters were cleaned and
blockages to hidden guttering above
the vestry were found and cleared thus
eliminating historic leaks into and around
the parish office. The fabric of both churches
is in need of constant maintenance and
repair to keep it to the standards that we
would all wish for. Additional donations,
big or small, for the maintenance of our
beautiful buildings will be always needed
and most welcome. All such monies will
be expended with great diligence and an
eye to value on worthwhile projects. Next
year we will be looking for monies to add
to an existing donation for a substantial
upgrade of the lighting in Christ Church
which is now failing at various points, and
is outdated and costly to maintain in usage
and repair costs. With that and other minor
building works, fixture and fittings (ie altar
linen) repairs and replacements plus
ongoing maintenance, such as the boilers,
all contributions are always greatly needed
and will be tremendously valued and
appreciated.

Come & Sing Carols - Our next Music on the
Green concert on Wednesday 15 December
at 1.15pm is given over to festive singing
interspersed with prose and poetry – at times
humorous, at times thought-provoking. Do
come along to get in to the yuletide spirit.
Christmas cards - Our new St George’s
cards, designed by Alice Coulson, are £5
for a pack of 10. Our Parish cards feature
seasonal photographs of both churches in a
mixed pack of 12 cards for £8. Please order
or buy either pack in church today.
Book Group - The next meeting will be at
4.30pm on Tuesday 18 January in Christ
Church. Jane Anderson will lead a discussion
of ‘East West Street’ by Philippe Sands.
Join us for another stimulating session.
100 Best Christmas Poems For Children A sparkling, new paperback Christmas
stocking filler with poems from all the stars
of the silver page including our own Stewart
Henderson. Edited by Roger McGough.
Illustrated by Beatriz Castro. Published by
SPCK at £8.99. Available online from
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/100-bestchristmas-poems-for-children at £7.99 or
ordered via a local bookshop or Amazon.
Parish Winter Help & Support - Now that
the winter is upon us we all need to look out
for each other. Neighbours should check if
curtains are drawn for too long, if lights are
left on or deliveries stack up on doorsteps.
These may be telltale signs that something
is not right. Family and friends should keep
in regular contact with vulnerable and elderly
people in bad weather to check how they
are. If anyone has concerns do get in contact
so our Pastoral Team can help. For support
go to Surrey County Council’s website at
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-careand-health/adults/contact

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Those who are ill: Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien, Betty Walker,
Geoff Walker, Elizabeth Arnold, Sue Lynn, Hugh Miller, Stewart Henderson,
John Treneman, Gilly Barrett, Sheila Wilson, Albie Mewse
RIP Anniversaries: George Thirtle, Charles Watson, Cicely Martin, Ron Williams,
Elizabeth England
RIP: Mary Cooke, Anne Patricia Reichman, Penny Hammond

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary.
December
Monday 6
Tuesday 7
Wednesday 8
Thursday 9
Friday 10

Time Reading
Isaiah 30.1-18; Ps 44; Matthew 14.1-12
Isaiah 30.19-end; Ps 56; Matthew 14.13-end
9.00-10.00am Isaiah 31; Ps 62; Matthew 15.1-20
Isaiah 32; Ps 54; Matthew 15.21-28
Isaiah 33.1-22; Ps 86; Matthew 15.29-end

LOOKING AHEAD
December
Sunday

Monday
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Time Event
10.30am All Age Eucharistic & Christingle Service,
Christ Church
4.30pm A Concert of Seasonal & Festive Music by the
Promenade Youth & Junior Choirs, Christ Church
6
7.15pm Choir practice, Christ Church
8 10.00am-4.00pm Christ Church open
9.00-10.00am Morning Prayer, Zoom
8.30am-4.00pm Claremont Fan Court School Christmas Concert
Rehearsals, Christ Church
10.30-11.30am Friends Coffee Morning, St George’s
11.00am Fellowship Group, Christ Church
7.00-8.30pm Bellringing practice, Christ Church
9
All day Parish Office closed
9.00-10.45am Claremont Fan Court School Christmas Concert
2.00-3.15pm Performances, Christ Church
10 9.00am-2.00pm Esher High School Christmas Services,
Christ Church
5

CONTACTS
PARISH OF ESHER
RECTOR
Website www.esherparish.org.uk
Revd Darren McCallig
Facebook www.facebook.com/EsherParish
Tel 01372 461088 Email rector@esherparish.org.uk
SoundCloud soundcloud.com/esherparish
Rector’s day off is Monday
PARISH OFFICE Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS
Tel 01372 462282 Email office@esherparish.org.uk

