PARISH OF ESHER

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END
Growing together in Faith, Hope and Love
EPIPHANY

2 JANUARY 2022

CHURCH SERVICES

Holy Communion Led by Ven David Gerrard
at 9am at St George’s (SG)
Preacher
Ven David Gerrard
Reading & Prayers
Musician
Parish
Communion
Preacher
Churchwarden
Sidespeople
Reading & Prayers
Musician

Peter Bedford
Keith Howell-Jones
Led by Ven David Gerrard
at 10.30am at Christ Church (CC)
Ven David Gerrard
Will Stevens
Volunteers required
Will Stevens, James Macdonald
Oliver Macfarlane

COMMUNION MUSIC
SG hymns
CC hymns
Setting

103, 96, 94 (omit v4)
103, 96, 94
Coulson

Anthem

Love came down at Christmas (Morris)

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Creator of the heavens,
who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord God,
the bright splendour whom the nations seek:
may we who with the wise men
have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A note on Epiphany
The subtitle in the Book of Common Prayer
of this, one of the principal feasts of the
Church, is 'The Manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles'. This emphasises that, from the
moment of the Incarnation, the good news
of Jesus Christ is for all: Jew and Gentile,
the wise and the simple, male and female.
Nothing in the Greek text of the gospels
indicates that the Magi were all male and
even the number three and making them
Kings is a much later, non-scriptural tradition.
The date chosen to celebrate this feast
goes back to the placing of the feast of the
Nativity of Christ in the winter solstice: the
north European pre-Christian tradition of
celebrating the birth of Sun on 25 December
differed from the Mediterranean and eastern
tradition of having 6 January as the Solstice.
As often happens, the two dates merged
into a beginning and an end of the same
celebration. The western church adopted
'the twelve days of Christmas' climaxing on
the eve of Epiphany, or 'Twelfth Night'. The
implication by the fifth century was that this
was the night on which the Magi arrived. The
complications of dating became even more
confused with the changing in the West from
the Julian to the Gregorian Calendar, the
eastern church refusing to play any part in
such a radical change. So this day remains
the chief day of celebrating the Incarnation
in Orthodox Churches. (Exciting Holiness)

READING Isaiah 60.1-6

GOSPEL Matthew 2.1-12

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and
the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and
thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will
appear over you. Nations shall come to
your light, and kings to the brightness of
your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they
come to you; your sons shall come from
far away, and your daughters shall be
carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance
of the sea shall be brought to you, the
wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the Lord.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
‘Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star
at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.’ When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was
to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by
the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd
my people Israel.” ’ Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.’ When they
had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having
been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

PSALM 72.10-15
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the
isles render him tribute, may the kings of
Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
11 May all kings fall down before him, all
nations give him service.
12 For he delivers the needy when they
call, the poor and those who have no
helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the
needy, and saves the lives of the needy.
14 From oppression and violence he
redeems their life; and precious is their
blood in his sight.
15 Long may he live! May gold of Sheba
be given to him. May prayer be made for
him continually, and blessings invoked for
him all day long.

PARISH COVID INFORMATION

ST GEORGE’S SERVICE NOTES

Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update
We are very happy to have Christ Church
and Saint George's West End open again
for in-person public worship. Christ Church
will also open for private prayer most
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm.

Welcome! It’s great to be together for
Sunday worship.
A few things to remember:
•
•

Communion
In line with Church of England guidance
those who wish to make an act of Spiritual
Communion can use this prayer.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
reflections as well as full worship services
from the Church of England at the end of
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life).

•
•

•
•

Please take the Pewsheet with you.
We ask, please, that you continue to wear
a face covering, bearing in mind that
masks primarily provide protection to
others. Exemptions are: those leading
worship; children under 11; those unable
to put on/wear a face mask because of
a physical or mental illness or disability;
those for whom wearing a mask will
cause severe distress; and anyone
assisting someone who relies on
lip reading to communicate.
We are delighted to be able to sing
again as a congregation.
Communion will be in one kind only
(consecrated bread) with the priest
wearing a face covering for distribution.
Please stay in your seats and the priest
will come to you. Before receiving the
bread each person should apply hand
sanitiser from their own personal bottle
(we have some available if you have
forgotten to bring yours).
To make an act of 'Spiritual Communion'
please use the prayer opposite.
Coffee will not be served in St George’s
for the time being, but we do hope you
will join us after the service in the West
End Sports & Social Club so we can chat
and socialise as we have always done.
Just as we asked you to use the hand
sanitiser on the way in, please use it
again on the way out.

Help & the Parish Office
The office is now manned however if you
do need any help please make contact
via the office email and telephone initially.
•
For all urgent enquiries contact the Rector,
the Revd Darren McCallig (01372 461088 or
rector@esherparish.org.uk) or a churchwarden
- Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Jane It's wonderful to have you here - thank you
for coming.
Tyrrell on 07971 698299. Many thanks.

PARISH COVID INFORMATION

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE NOTES

Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update
We are very happy to have Christ Church
and Saint George's West End open again
for in-person public worship. Christ Church
will also open for private prayer most
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm.

Welcome! It’s great to be together for
Sunday worship. A few things to remember:

Communion
In line with Church of England guidance
those who wish to make an act of Spiritual
Communion can use this prayer.

•

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

•

•

•
•
•

We encourage you, please – if you have
the NHS app – to scan the QR code on
arrival at church.
Please take the Pewsheet with you.
We ask, please, that you wear a face
covering, bearing in mind that masks
primarily provide protection to others.
Exemptions are: those leading worship;
children under 11; those unable to put
on/wear a face mask because of
a physical or mental illness or disability;
those for whom wearing a mask will
cause severe distress; and anyone
assisting someone who relies on
lip reading to communicate.
We are delighted to be able to sing
again as a congregation.
The toilet (at the back of the church) is
open, but please use only if necessary.
The service will be live streamed on the
Parish YouTube channel.
Just as you used the hand sanitiser on the
way in, please use it again on the way out.

Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
•
reflections as well as full worship services
from the Church of England at the end of
It's wonderful to have you here - thank you!
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life).
Help & the Parish Office
The office is now manned however if you
do need any help please make contact
via the office email and telephone initially.
For all urgent enquiries contact the Rector,
the Revd Darren McCallig (01372 461088 or
rector@esherparish.org.uk) or a churchwarden
- Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Jane
Tyrrell on 07971 698299. Many thanks.

PARISH NOTICES
New Year Message - As we move into
2022, I’d like to share with you this prayer
of blessing from the Church of England’s
resources for the beginning of a New Year:
Jesus, Lord of time, hold us in your eternity.
Jesus, image of God, travel with us the life
of faith. Jesus, friend of sinners, heal the
brokenness of our world. Jesus, lord of
tomorrow, draw us into your future. Amen.
May the year bring gifts of new possibility,
much-needed refreshment, and bright hope.
Parish Winter Help & Support - Now that
the winter is upon us we all need to look out
for each other. Neighbours should check if
curtains are drawn for too long, if lights are
left on or deliveries stack up on doorsteps.
These may be telltale signs that something
is not right. Family and friends should keep
in regular contact with vulnerable and elderly
people in bad weather to check how they
are. If anyone has concerns do get in contact
so our Pastoral Team can help. For support
go to Surrey County Council’s website at
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-careand-health/adults/contact
Safe Places - This is a national scheme that
Elmbridge Borough Council has been rolling
out throughout Elmbridge. Safe Places offers
the reassurance that there are organisations
that would be willing to provide a space for
people who are confused, scared, lost, at
risk and need support right away. For more
details go to https://www.safeplaces.org.uk.
Music on the Green - To celebrate 10 years
of MOTG the young and vibrant Ensemble
Pensiero, our new ensemble-in-residence,
will be performing Schubert’s Trout Quintet,
one of the all time classics of the chamber
music repertoire. Make a diary note for
Wednesday 19 January 2022 at 1.15pm.
We look forward to seeing you.

Candlemas Service -This service is usually
held at Old St George’s Church in Esher at
the turn of January and February. Our
Candlemas celebration recalls the day
on which Jesus was presented in the
Temple, when he was offered to the
Father and shown to his people. As a sign
of his coming among us, his mother was
purified, and in our celebration we offer
ourselves for cleansing. We celebrate both
the joy of Jesus' coming and his searching
judgement, looking back to the day of his
birth and forward to the coming days of
his passion. All are welcome to join us for
a reflective and atmospheric evening.
Further details to follow.
Darren - Our Rector, Darren, will be on
leave from Monday 27 December 2021 to
Wednesday 5 January 2022 inclusive. With
the Parish Office also closed please contact
the Churchwardens, Helen Coulson (07506
701454) or Jane Tyrrell (07971 698299).
Parish Office closed - The parish office is
closed for three weeks - from Christmas Day.
It will re-open again on Monday 17 January.
Friends Update - Coffee morning dates for
2022 will be publicised in the pewsheet.
Book Group - The next meeting will be at
4.30pm on Tuesday 18 January in Christ
Church. Jane Anderson will lead a discussion
of ‘East West Street’ by Philippe Sands.
Fellowship - We are pleased to confirm the
Fellowship Group will meet for the first time
in 2022 on Wednesday 2 February at 11am.
There is no meeting in January. We will now
meet on the first Wednesday of the month.
We welcome all newcomers to our group
as we reflect on our faith, prayer and life.
‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - Morning
Prayer will resume in 2022 on Wednesday
12 January at 9am.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Those who are ill: Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien, Betty Walker,
Geoff Walker, Elizabeth Arnold, Sue Lynn, Hugh Miller, Stewart Henderson,
John Treneman, Gilly Barrett, Sheila Wilson, Albie Mewse, Michelle Hammond,
Michael Newbould
RIP Anniversaries: Phyllis Crabbe, Francis Krejsa, James Bath, Cyril Handison,
Doris Blake, Audrey Orr
RIP: Sheila Wilson

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary.
January
Monday 3
Tuesday 4
Wednesday 5
Thursday 6
Friday 7

Time Reading
Ruth 1; Ps 127; Colossians 2.8-end
Ruth 2; Ps 89.1-37; Colossians 3.1-11
Ruth 3; Ps 48; Colossians 3.12-4.1
Ruth 4.1-17; Ps 18.1-30; Colossians 4.2-end
Baruch 1.15-2.10; Ps 99; Matthew 20.1-16

LOOKING AHEAD
January
Sunday 2
Monday

3

Wednesday

5

Sunday

9

Monday 10
Wednesday 12

Sunday 16

Time
9.00am
10.30am
All day
7.15pm
10.00am-4.00pm
7.00-8.30pm
9.00am
10.30am
7.15pm
9.00-10.00am
10.00am-4.00pm
7.00-8.30pm
9.00am
10.30am

Event
Holy Communion, St George’s
Parish Communion, Christ Church
Bank holiday
No choir practice (rehearsals resume Jan 10)
Christ Church open
Bellringing practice, Christ Church
Holy Communion, St George’s
Parish Communion, Christ Church
Choir practice, Christ Church
Morning Prayer, Zoom
Christ Church open
Bellringing practice, Christ Church
Holy Communion, St George’s
Parish Communion, Christ Church

CONTACTS
PARISH OF ESHER
Website www.esherparish.org.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/EsherParish
SoundCloud soundcloud.com/esherparish

RECTOR
Revd Darren McCallig
Tel 01372 461088 Email rector@esherparish.org.uk
Rector’s day off is Monday

PARISH OFFICE Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS
Tel 01372 462282 Email office@esherparish.org.uk

