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In the Name of the Living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

John 20.25  The other disciples told Thomas, “We have seen the Lord.” 

There was a young girl, Zasmin, who used to come to West End church 
before she and her family moved to Canada last year. Some of you will have 
known her. Six months after she was born she was diagnosed with a virulent 
brain tumour. She was a very, very brave young girl. She endured many, many 
bouts of chemotherapy, one of which was every week for a whole year. When 
she was about four years old the chemo affected her optic nerve so that she 
was almost completely blind, and had to learn to read with the help of Braille 
when she went to Esher Church School. A few years ago after the morning 
Eucharist at West End I took her and her younger sister Phoebe and we knelt 
at the altar rail to say some prayers, looking up at the cross behind the altar 
with a carving of Jesus on it. Zasmin said with some distress, “David, I cannot 
see Jesus” so I took her and Phoebe to another cross in the church so Zasmin 
could touch and feel the Lord Jesus even if she could not see him. 

After his resurrection Jesus came and stood before the disciples and John 
tells us “They rejoiced when they saw the Lord.” But then in this famous 
passage we have just heard Thomas, doubting Thomas, said that he would 
not believe until he saw the marks of the nails in the hands of Jesus and put 
his fingers in the marks of the nails and his hand in his side, the side that was 
pierced by the soldier when Jesus was dying on the cross. I expect we have 



some sympathy for Thomas, as we often do not believe in Jesus because we 
have not seen him. 

In many pulpits, although not this one, are carved the words from an earlier 
passage in John’s Gospel when some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem for 
the Passover Feast so had asked Philip. “Sir, we would see Jesus.” The words 
in the pulpit are a salutary reminder to all preachers that congregations come 
to listen, but to listen so that through the preacher’s words they may be 
brought closer to the risen Christ, so that they may see Jesus. 

One of the great divisions in the history of humanity is the distinction 
between the first person singular and the first person plural, between “I” and 
“We” between the individual and the company. Jesus after his resurrection 
appeared to groups, not individuals. In olden days people did little on their 
own. When we are told of the baptism of Lydia in the book of Acts we are 
told that “she and all her household were baptised” which most scholars take 
to have included children as well. 

Christians lived in communities for the first centuries of the existence of the 
Church Even when they were monks or nuns they lived together in 
Monasteries or Abbeys or Nunneries, until the hermits in the 4th century left 
the evils of the world behind to live as hermits -  in isolation far from other 
Christian believers. 

By the time of the Renaissance the power and influence of individuals had 
grown, especially in artistic creation. Perhaps the most striking illustration of 
this is the Reformation in the Church when the individual monk Martin Luther 
defied the power of the whole Catholic Church by nailing to the church door 
in Wittenberg his theses telling of the faults of the whole church exclaiming, 
“I can do no other.” He saw his individual conscience as more vital than the 
teaching of the whole Church. This stress on the individual has grown 
especially in our celebrity culture when individuals are trusted and followers 
while leaders of churches and corporations and political parties are widely 
rejected. But it has also grown in the churches especially the Protestant ones 
with their emphasis on individual salvation rather than faithful membership of 
a Christian family. We find it in writings and teaching and even in hymns. 
“Rock of Ages cleft for me. Let me hide myself in thee.” All is about me and 
myself, nothing about we about us. 



Thomas, on his own, could not accept the testimony of the other disciples. 
He wanted a personal proof for himself. And of course he received it. A week 
later Jesus appeared again and this time Thomas was with them. Jesus told 
Thomas to touch his hands and his side, and Thomas, ashamed of his 
unbelief, uttered the heartfelt cry, “My Lord and My God.” Then Jesus in a 
passage which reverberates to us down the millennia told Thomas, “Have you 
believed in because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
but have come to believe.” And those words are spoken not just to Thomas 
but also to each and every one of us, as individuals and as a Church. 

We need very much to pay great attention both to the singular and the 
communal. We could not survive without the work of many thousands of 
other people. We cannot bring others to a belief in Christ on our own but 
only as united members of a faithful and caring and forgiving church. But 
neither should we abandon our individual sense of the presence of God, and 
our own obedience to his commandments. Not should we unhesitatingly 
believe and accept what the powers and authorities dictate to us when it is 
contrary to the teachings and example of our Lord. We exist so that we and 
Thomas and Zasmin and millions of others may be brought to see Jesus and 
follow him, and it is our duty and our joy to lead others so that they too may 
follow and obey our Lord and through his mercy see the Lord. 

Amen. 


