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In the Name of the Living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 21:6. Crowds of people carpeted the road with their cloaks and 
some cut branches from the trees to spread in his path. 

Palms are the most mysterious and beautiful of trees. Unlike our English trees 
with separate branches, and then smaller branches, and then twigs and leaves 
palm trees have just one straight trunk and emerging from the trunk huge 
green objects between two and ten feet long which serve as both branches 
and leaves, and as they are shed each year you can see the rings they leave 
around the trunks of the rapidly growing trees.  In the Middle Ages those 
intrepid pilgrims who had been on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem were called 
palmers as they wore a palm from the Holy Land on their clothing when they 
returned as a sign of their pilgrimage visit. In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare 
has Juliet say to Romeo “Good pilgrim, saints have hands that pilgrim’s hands 
do touch, and palm to palm is holy palmers’ kiss.”  

On Palm Sunday our king entered Jerusalem in triumph, yet riding a donkey 
and not the big horse of royalty The same crowds who celebrated the entry 
of Jesus into Jerusalem were the ones who bayed for his conviction before 
Pilate, and jeered at his crucifixion less than a week later. They threw palm 
leaves in triumph in his path as he entered Jerusalem on Sunday and drove 
nails through the palms of his hands to fasten him to the cross. 

Palm Sunday teaches us that we should know how to rejoice with Jesus, how 
to be glad, how to express our happiness at his kingship, his reign, at the joy 



he brings into our lives as we follow him to Jerusalem. Christianity is not a 
faith, a religion, of gloom and despair, of long faces and miserable people. 
Churches should be positive places, full of the joy of the present and hope 
for the future. They should be full of people who know that they are loved; 
loved by God, and loved by their Christian family, their brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Churches should be magnets of peace and friendship that attract 
both visitors and members of the local community. 

But Palm Sunday also teaches us that there is not just happiness and joy in 
the world, there is also approaching pain and struggle and death. There are 
churches which never confront the challenge of the cross of Calvary and the 
pain of the world outside their doors, churches that live for themselves and 
not their neighbours or their communities, which do not grapple with pain 
and evil and try to overcome them. 

In a church in Palermo in Sicily there is a two sided wooden crucifix painted 
five hundred years ago by the artist Pietro Ruzzolone. On the front of the 
crucifix is the painting of the crucifixion of Jesus while on the rear of the 
crucifix is a painting of the risen Christ. On Palm Sunday and throughout this 
Holy Week we have to hold these two scenes, these two images in our 
minds. The tragic sadness of the crucifixion of Jesus - and his joyful 
resurrection. Both are integral to our faith, and like that ancient crucifix we 
cannot have one without the other.  

Throughout the world today is a day of hope and feasting and processions, 
but also it is the day when we remember the coming death of Our Lord, and 
the palms we hold today are in the shape of the cross on which he died. 
Both on the entry into Jerusalem, and on the cross, it is this young carpenter 
who still calls and challenges us down the centuries. It is the magnetic power 
of Jesus that draws us here today in the company of our friends, and 
alongside billions of Christians throughout the world.  

As we struggle to be good people, to earn a living, to bring up our children, 
to care for our friends, to support our church, always we need to bear in 
mind that we do it all in the presence of the Jesus of Palm Sunday and Good 
Friday. In the last resort, we rest in his hands. He will support us, forgive us, 
love us, whatever happens in our personal lives and in the life of this church.  
This is Jesus who did a new thing by entering Jerusalem on a donkey - but 



to fulfil ancient promises. This is Jesus who died the same way as thousands 
of others, but rose to create a new world of undreamed of opportunities 
and challenges. On this day and to this Jesus we commit this Eucharist and 
our lives.  

And now to God the Father be ascribed as is most justly due, all might, 
majesty, dominion and glory, today and for ever more. 
Amen. 


