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I am always absolutely astonished when I hear or read about a person who 
stands up and says with a straight face that they have not done something 
when they know they have.  Sadly, reports of this kind are very common in 
our newspapers and on the news, and so often they come from the leaders 
of our society, who should be acting as role models, but the roles they 
portray are often that it is smart to lie and cheat. One sees it in divorce 
cases where one person hides away their money, in politics where a 
politician who has acted in a way that is a misdemeanour in the eyes of the 
world, swear they haven’t, and in many other cases 

I start with that, because it is important in both of the readings that we 
heard this morning.  In the gospel, the lawyer does not really love his 
neighbour as himself, and in the Old Testament reading Moses warns the 
Israelites to turn to the Lord, your God with your heart and all your soul, 
which they very frequently did not do. 

Firstly, let us put each of the readings in their contexts. 

The first reading from Deuteronomy was probably written either about  
1400 or 1200 B.C. about the time that the Minoan civilisation of Knossos 
and Crete fell. The Israelite nation had for 400 years been living in Egypt 
where they had become a large nation but at the same time had moved 
from honoured guests to slaves.  The Lord, under Moses took them out of 
Egypt into the desert and I do not need to repeat the amazing stories of 
how he did it by sending plagues to the Egyptians, opening the Red Sea  



for the Israelites and then drowning the Egyptian army.  God’s intention  
had been to lead them without too much delay to conquer the land that he 
had given them in Canaan, modern day Israel, Palestine and other countries.  
However, the peoples that he lead out of Egypt, rebelled against him a 
number of times until eventually He said that none of that current 
generation of adults would enter into the land he had promised, and he 
made them wander from one place to another in the desert for 40 years 
until all those adults had died. 

The passage that we have had read is the final speech or sermon of Moses, 
before he died and before Joshua took over and triumphantly lead them 
into the Promised Land. The whole book of Deuteronomy concerns Moses 
last sermons made in Moab on the edge of the Dead Sea before they 
crossed the river Jordan into Canaan.  The last section is in the form of an 
agreement or covenant and follows the format of similar agreements made 
around that date particularly by the leading nation of the Hittites.  It 
promises them Blessings, such as “The Lord God will make you abundantly 
prosperous in all the work of your hand” provided that they kept his 
commandments and turned to him with all their heart and soul.  Equally it 
lays out in strong language in a passage that we have not read today, the 
consequences of not turning to the Lord their God. In the last part of the 
first reading, God speaks just like a father, “Surely, this commandment that  
I am making to you today is not too hard for you” Those of you who are 
parents can probably relate well to that. 

Sadly throughout the history of the Israelites in the Old Testament, the 
times when they as a whole nation turned to the Lord with all their heart 
were few, and the times that they did not follow him were many, which 
ended eventually in their exile from the land and being taken in captivity to 
Assyria and Babylon. 

Similarly, in the time of Jesus, there were many, in particular of the 
authorities who pretended that they loved the Lord God with all their heart 
and all their soul and their neighbour as themselves but in actual fact didn’t. 

The lawyer who asks the question in the reading we have just heard was one 
of those. He did not really love his neighbour as himself but his motive in 
putting the question to Jesus was to test and challenge Jesus.  So he asks 



what he thinks is a difficult question “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life”.  Jesus, reading the lawyers motives turns the question back to 
him since the lawyers were well versed in the scriptures.  He replies quite 
accurately “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your strength and with all your mind and your neighbour as yourself”. 
However, he obviously only plays lip service to this since he desires to justify 
himself by saying “and who is my neighbour”, which implies that he has not 
been loving his neighbour as himself. 

Jesus’s parable of the Good Samaritan is so well known that I do not need 
to repeat it, but will just bring out a few clarifications in the story. The man 
was robbed on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. I am told that parts of 
this road which was used in Jesus time can still be seen today. It included 
long stretches of rocky terrain, ideal for robbers and descended about  
3200 feet from Jerusalem to Jericho along its 18 mile route. 

So in a lonely spot the traveller was robbed. Then two sets of people come 
by whose aim in life should have been to follow the Lords commandments 
and love their neighbour as themselves and have helped him.  The first was 
a priest, and the second was a man from the priestly tribe of Levi who was 
not a priest but helped officiate at priestly ceremonies.  Both seem to have 
been people who pay lip-service to the Lords commandments but do not 
follow them. They both must have stood up in the Synagogue times without 
number and made out that they followed the Lord’s commandments but 
they didn’t. 

Then to make his point even stronger, Jesus says that the third person was  
a Samaritan. The Samaritans, and the Jews hated each other at this time. 
The two nations were both originally Israelites but had split into two 
kingdoms a thousand years before and had frequently been at war with 
each other. Samaria was the remains of the old Northern Israelite kingdom, 
the majority of whose inhabitants had been deported to Assyria in 722 B.C., 
40 years after the first Olympic Games took place in Greece. Assyria, then 
sent colonists to Samaria, and the population in Jesus time was the result of 
interbreeding between the colonists and the few remaining Israelites. So 
Jesus makes the point even stronger by saying that it was the Samaritan, 
who was brought up to hate Jews who helped the Jewish traveller. 



Both readings promise blessings if the commandments are obeyed. In the 
Old Testament, the blessing was to come to the Israelites as a nation, and 
the blessing was that as a nation they would prosper, grow and not be 
enslaved by other nations. 

Some of you will know the story of Gideon in the book of Judges, who 
followed the Lord’s command to destroy the pagan altar of Baal, and who 
then had to face the combined armies of the Midianites, the Amalekites and 
other nations.  He called out the Israelites who mustered an army of 22,000, 
but this was still less than the opposing army.  However, the Lord ordered 
Gideon to whittle down his army so that only 100 people were left, and they 
then defeated the other army because the Lord caused a panic in the 
opposing army’s camp at night. 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan the blessing spoken about is to be 
given eternal life. The lawyer asks what he must do to receive this blessing 
and Jesus turning it back on him says “Well you are a lawyer who knows the 
scriptures how do you read what it says. Then the lawyer summarised it 
quite correctly saying “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
strength all your mind and all your soul and love your neighbour as yourself” 

And we also will receive the same blessings if we follow this, and in 
particular the blessing of eternal life. 

This sounds simple, except that in this competitive world, and human nature 
being what it is, the average person does not naturally love their neighbour 
as themselves. Nor do they love an invisible being called God. So how do 
we reach the state of being able to follow that commandment? 

Loving one’s neighbour should follow from loving God because God sends 
us the Holy Spirit who both gives us knowledge and changes our hearts to 
become more God-like and loving. 

So how can one come to love an unseen, invisible being called God?  

The first step is to ask this unseen person to help you.  This can be done in 
so many ways but my way was to say “Lord, I do not know what you are like 
but please show me, tell me”.  I have described this a couple of times in my 
sermons as to how when I did that, love poured into my heart and then I did 
start to love the Lord.  I am sure it is different for each person but the 



important step as Jesus said is to “Ask and it will be given to you, seek and 
you will find; knock and it will be opened to you”.  At some point the Lord 
will send you the Holy Spirit who will bring you knowledge, truth and love 
and will also change your heart, your inner being to become more Godlike.  
As Jesus said “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he will teach you all things.” 

Jesus’s parable was to show that our neighbours are not just the people 
who live next door or our family, but also people who we have been 
brought up to distrust.  And most people do not start with the loving nature 
that naturally loves their neighbours in the widest sense.  However, loving 
God with the help of the Holy Spirit will bring about a change of a person’s 
heart to become more and more Christ-like which very much includes loving 
you neighbour. 

And Jesus, amazingly, astoundingly promised us many times that loving God 
and loving your neighbour will bring about an incredible blessing – eternal 
life or in other words that we live on after death. We have no clear idea in 
what form this will be. St. Paul seemed to believe that we will be spirits until 
Jesus’s second coming when we will be fully restored. C.S. Lewis in his 
marvellous book “The Great Divorce” pictures our entry into the next world 
as going into in a larger space, perhaps a larger sort of space with 
everything more vibrant and the people there solid, and full of light and 
love. However, we will not know till we arrive there. 

I will leave you with words from St. Peter in his second letter that we have.  
Peter was not only one of Jesus’s inner circle of three disciples but he and 
John were the only ones of the disciples who were with Jesus when he was 
crucified: 

“You must do the utmost from your side and see that faith carries with it real 
goodness of life. 
Your goodness must be accompanied by knowledge 
Your knowledge by self-control 
Your self-control by the ability to endure 
Your endurance must always be accompanied by a real trust in God 
That in turn must have the quality of brotherliness 
And your brotherliness must lead on to Christian love.” 



The God we are trying to love truly loves us, and if we understand this it 
makes loving Him so much easier. Going right back in time one of the  
early sayings by God describing himself was “The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love  
and faithfulness”. 

So make this a week when you steadfastly aim to increase your love of  
God and of your neighbour. 


