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Isaiah 66.10-14; Luke 10.1-11,16-20 

See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 

The word ‘mission’ has become quite a buzzword today. Every organisation 
has to have a ‘Mission Statement’, whether they’re an energy provider or a 
bus company. But real mission is the business we’re in. 

Past generations thought of mission as spreading the gospel among the 
heathen, civilising the natives and teaching them to read the King James Bible 
and the Book of Common Prayer. We don’t do that sort of mission nowadays: 
‘mission’ is different today, in an entirely different cultural context. The millions 
who have yet to hear the good news of the love of God are not savages living 
on the other side of the world, but they’re often our neighbours, people very 
much like us, with the same worries and cares, the same interests: sharing 
many aspects of our lives, but they’re people who haven’t heard the good 
news, or if they have heard it, they’ve decided it’s not for them. 

The seventy followers of Jesus were thrown in at the deep end. They were 
sent on ahead with a clear mission to the towns and villages where Jesus 
intended to go, to prepare the way. No doubt they felt like lambs among 
wolves. But the point was to make them walking advertisements for the truth 
they were proclaiming, the reality of the good news. They were telling 
people, and showing people, the presence of the Kingdom actually 
happening among them. The people of the towns and villages they went to 
became involved in the work of the Kingdom, the healing of the sick that they 
were able to do, because they took them in and gave them food and shelter; 



giving hospitality to them meant becoming part of their mission: ‘If anyone is 
there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person’, says Jesus. 

The principle of the walking advertisement is a good one: indeed it’s 
essential. We may not be called to a travelling mission like this, but we can’t 
avoid the fact that we, and all Christians, are charged with a mission: the 
mission to tell people about the love of God. The world needs those walking 
advertisements of God’s love and faithfulness; it needs people who are 
inspired by the vision of Isaiah, the vision of a world drawn out of hostility 
into comfort and love by God’s call in Christ. 

We have good news for the world – let’s tell it! We have the good news of 
God’s love for us and for each person in the world wherever he or she is; we 
have the assurance of God’s concern for each person of his creation. This is 
not something we can keep for ourselves. 

If our church is to be truly mission-shaped, it might need to change the 
shape it has adopted over the centuries. We are accustomed to our religion 
being safe, and comfortable, and familiar; but perhaps that shape doesn’t 
suit others whom God wants to reach out to. We have a responsibility in our 
caring for and maintaining the church to make sure that it serves not only 
our needs, but the needs of the world God made. 

Changing the church doesn’t have to be radical – after all, many are called 
to God by the familiar words of the King James Bible and the Book of 
Common Prayer. But we have to remember that not everyone is: those 
words and forms of worship that are familiar and comfortable to us may be 
strange and alien to other people. 

Jesus called his disciples to take his message to the world. Our call as 
Christians is always a missionary one. At the end of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus’ 
last words to his followers were Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And part 
of the telling of the good news was a practical demonstration of it; healing the 
sick, as well as announcing that the kingdom of God was near to them. 

Let’s show the world that we care for it: let’s show the people we meet that 
we care for them, as God does. This is the best mission we can do. 


