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Gospel reading: John 17:20-end 

Jesus prayed … that they may be completely one, so that the world may know 
that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

How can we ‘be completely one’?  How can we live together with our 
differences? 

We British are renowned for being reluctant to show our feelings – 
particularly, it has to be said, we men.  For those of my generation and 
above in particular, our upbringing and education have trained us to keep 
our feelings to ourselves.  And combined with that, we Christians, men and 
women, are reluctant to say anything which might cause offence – naturally, 
we don’t want to hurt anyone, which would be an un-Christian thing.   

I grew up believing that as a Christian, I shouldn’t do or say anything which 
might offend.  And believing that I should ignore anything which irritated or 
offended me, because I thought of that as having a forgiving nature, which 
surely is a good thing. 

It seems we have to be very careful what we say these days: it’s so easy to 
offend people. We live today in an increasingly polarised society – if you 
assume that someone is on one side of the political debate rather than the 
other, and you say the wrong thing you can cause untold offence. And 
aren’t people becoming shouty!  Watching Question Time on the television 
is no longer a way of finding out what other people think, because we can’t 
hear what they’re saying as even the audience is shouting them down! 



(Although Fiona Bruce does seem to be winning that battle.) But with all the 
interrupting that TV and radio interviewers do, we’re forgetting what it is to 
listen politely, and with respect. ‘With respect’ – is used as a way of putting 
someone down rather than actually respecting them! 

But still, sometimes we do need to speak out, and say things which might 
make us feel uncomfortable, and even make the other person feel 
uncomfortable, because stifling our feelings and emotions is not healthy.  

This is an area where Christianity really has something to offer. It seems to 
me that one place where genuine community should be experienced is the 
church, because the church is founded on principles of love and honesty and 
healing.  When we read the accounts of the very early church in the heady 
days of the Acts of the Apostles, it sounds as though they did experience 
genuine community, and there were many acts of healing, and we’re told 
those who believed had glad and generous hearts.  And the common 
remark of the day was, “See how these Christians love one another!” 

Christianity should be characterised by genuine community – I can’t think of 
a more authentic expression of Christianity than that.  Church is, or should 
be, a place where you could be utterly yourself.  Where it’s safe to share 
your deepest feelings.  Church is a place where there should be no fear of 
condemnation or gossip.  Church is where nobody should feel left out or 
lonely or isolated, because everybody is part of each other.  Church is where 
there should be no human power structures, because God’s power is shared 
by everyone.  A church community is a place of healing.  In church our love 
should be such that conflict can be openly acknowledged and expressed, 
and therefore dealt with and resolved, instead of repressed, and simmering 
beneath the surface. Church should be where we love and respect each 
other despite our differences. 

I pray that they may all be one, said Jesus.  As you, Father, are in me and I 
am in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you 
have sent me.   … And that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and 
you in me, that they may be completely one, so that the world may know 
that you have sent me, and have loved them even as you have loved me.   

Being ‘one’ is not all believing exactly the same thing.  It’s not all acting in 
exactly the same way.  In fact, quite the opposite: it’s a celebration of 



differences, of different ideas and different ways and different 
perspectives.  But it’s daring to be together in genuine community, trusting 
each other enough to share the hurts and the pain of deep honesty.  

This is something we need to offer the society we live in. Any church that is 
really a community will soon attract that comment: “See how these 
Christians love one another!” And the world would get the good news 
about God and about Jesus, and it would understand, and follow!  I wonder 
if we Christians can do that! 


