
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

All Age  
Eucharist Service 

 

‘Be imitators of God, love as Christ loved’ 

Ephesians 5.1-2 
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Opening Piano Music 

Prelude in B minor, Op.28 no.6 
Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849) 

The Gathering 

The minister greets the people.  

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Opening Prayer 

The following is to be sung together. 

We gather round in this holy space - 
Holy Space, filled with grace; 
We gather round in this holy space 
To do what Jesus taught us. 

We hear the stories of our King - 
Eternal life, for us he’ll win; 
We share his meal and pray with him 
And do what Jesus taught us. 
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Prayers of Penitence  

Jesus says, 'If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens, come to  
me and I will give you rest'. So let us bring all that we are to Jesus - 
including our sins and our failures to love - knowing that God in  
Christ forgives us. 

Jesus came in humility to share our lives: 
forgive our pride. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus came with good news for all people: 
forgive our silence. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Jesus came in love to a world of suffering: 
forgive our self-centredness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

The minister says:  

May the God of love  
bring you back to himself,  
forgive you your sins,  
and assure you of his eternal love  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  

Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Father. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Father. 
To God be glory for ever! 
To God be glory for ever! 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, 
Son of the Father. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
Son of the Father. 
To God be glory for ever! 
To God be glory for ever! 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Spirit. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to the Spirit. 
To God be glory for ever! 
To God be glory for ever! 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen.   (Peruvian Gloria, A&M 416) 
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The Collect 

The minister introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Gracious Father, 
by the obedience of Jesus 
you brought salvation to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, 
that we may find all things restored in him, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings  

A New Testament reading precedes the Gospel Reading and a hymn  
is sung between the two.   

Romans 7.15-25a 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but  
I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the 
law is good.  But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me.  For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in  
my flesh.  I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.  For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.  Now if I do what I 
do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.   
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies  
close at hand.  For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see 
in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  Wretched man that 
I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with my mind I am a slave to  
the law of God.  
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At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 

Come to me, says Jesus 

'Come to me', says Jesus, 
'all who are distressed; 
take my yoke upon you, 
I will give you rest. 

I am meek and humble, 
find, with me, release 
from false airs and graces; 
come, and be at peace.' 

Hear the call of Jesus, 
come, be deeply blessed; 
his the invitation, 
you the honoured guest. 

Here, where bread is broken, 
here, where wine is poured, 
thankfully receive him, 
find your faith restored. 

Pardon, feed and heal us, 
humble, courteous Lord, 
gracious host, for ever 
honoured and adored. (tune Pastor Pastorum, A&M 437) 
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Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end 

Jesus said ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the market-places and calling to one another, “We played the flute for you, 
and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to me, all you that 
are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Anthem 

Amazing Grace 
Scots/American trad, arr. Wayland Rogers 
Performed by Polly Jordan and Stuart Whatton 
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Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  

The minister introduces the prayers. 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy: or Lord, hear us: 
hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

  



  9 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  
The minister introduces the Peace. 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you: 
and also with you. 

Online Offertory 
At this time of online services, proceeds from the ‘online offertory’ are 
being split 50/50 between supporting the Parish’s ministry and mission 
and helping local charities working with the most vulnerable. 

At the moment, that worthy cause is the charity Kingston Churches Action 
on Homelessness (https://www.kcah.org.uk/) which supports people who 
are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. Supporting this organisation 
is especially poignant at the moment, as one of its founders, the Revd Peter 
Holmes, Vicar of St Peter’s Norbiton, died recently of COVID-19. 

To donate to our ‘online offertory’ please go to our JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/EsherOnlineOffertory. For 
further information, as well as details of other ways to donate, see the 
pewsheet and the parish website (https://www.esherparish.org.uk). 

Preparation of the Table 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it. 
The following prayer is used: 

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
give us the bread of everlasting life, 
and make us branches of the true vine. 
Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Question:  Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

Lord of all life, you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 

You give us your love, 
even when things go wrong. 
Jesus knew hurt and pain. 
Through him you wipe away our tears, 
and fill us with your peace. 

You made us all, each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and proclaim your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 
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Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

Question:  Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

Question:  How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

And now with all your saints 
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

We say together the Agnus Dei. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  
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Giving of Communion  
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
we invite you to pray: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Prayer after Communion  
Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Eternal God, 
comfort of the afflicted 
and healer of the broken,  
you have fed us  
at the table of life and hope: 
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace,  
that all the world may acknowledge 
the kingdom of your Son  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The following is to be sung together: 

Thank you for the meal we eat, 
Thank you for the meal we eat, 
Thank you for the meal we eat, 
Christ brings us life. 

Now let us go out from this place, 
Now let us go out from this place, 
Now let us go out from this place, 
To do God’s work. 

Hymn 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze: 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin: 
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When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation 
and take me home - what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
and there proclaim, ‘My God, how great thou art!’ 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 

 (tune How Great Thou Art, A&M 546) 

The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

The Lord bless you and watch over you, 
the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you, 
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Closing Piano Music 

Prelude in A major, Op.28 no.7 
Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849)  
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