
Diphonon DUO

This concert is free to watch on our Music on the Green YouTube channel.   
Online donations welcome on our JustGiving page 

www.justgiving.com/campaign/MOTG

Wednesday 15 September 2021 

at 1.15pm

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER
LUNCHTIME CONCERT

Michael Iskas  viola 
Iñigo Mikeleiz-Berrade  accordion
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Music on the Green
Quality music in the heart of Esher

 

Music on the Green (MOTG) is the 

Parish of Esher's musical outreach 

programme based at Christ Church, 

overlooking Esher Green. At MOTG 

we believe that music should be 

accessible to all. Whilst having our 

firmest foot planted at the classical 

end of the spectrum, we seek to  

offer a rich and varied programme, 

presenting live music in interesting 

and rewarding ways so that it can be 

widely appreciated and enjoyed.

Breathing Space 

Lewis Murphy   (b. 1992)

Koncert 
i  Allegro 
ii Largo 
iii Allegro 

Martin Lohse   (b. 1971)

Seven Popular Spanish Songs 

1  El paño moruno 
2 Seguidilla murciana 
3 Asturiana  
4 Jota 
5 Nana 
6 Canción 
7 Polo

Manuel de Falla   (1876-1946)

Pavane pour une infante défunte 

Maurice Ravel   (1875-1937)

Le Grand Tango 

Astor Piazzolla   (1921-1992)



Biographical & Background Information

Diphonon Duo is a viola and accordion 
duo formed by the Greek viola player 
Michael Iskas and the Spanish 
accordionist Iñigo Mikeleiz Berrade. 
Michael and Iñigo met in 2015 during 
their MA studies at the Royal Academy of 
Music and after discovering they share 
common musical interests, they decided 
to establish this ensemble.  The word 
'Diphonon' means in Greek 'two voices'.

The combination of viola and accordion 
- bow and bellows - is an unusual one, 
but the two instruments have more in 
common than one might imagine, since 
both are able to sustain sound for a long 
time and vary its colour and intensity.  
For string players, this possibility is very 
interesting to explore.  Rostropovich 
once said that "if cellists want to discover 
the possibilities of the cello, they should 
play with accordion and not piano".

The repertoire performed by Diphonon 
transcends different styles and eras, 
from original works, to transcriptions of 
baroque and classical music. Diphonon 
like to take their audience on a journey 
through time and space, from the  
17th century to the present day, and 
embracing contemporary and stylistically 
but very different pieces from countries 
as diverse as Denmark, Spain, Japan, the 
eastern Mediterranean and Argentina.  
Many works performed by duo reflect 
traditional elements (dance/rhythm/
song) of various regions of the world.  
As repertoire for this combination of 

instruments is limited, some composers 
have recently offered to create new 
contemporary pieces specifically written 
for accordion and viola.

Diphonon Duo has performed in UK 
venues including the Wigmore Hall,  
St Martin-in-the-Fields, St James's 
Piccadilly, the British Museum, Colston 
Hall (Bristol), Seamus Heaney Home 
Place (Ulster) and abroad at the Civican 
Centre in Pamplona, Spain. During the 
course of 2017/18 they were appointed 
as a Wigmore Hall Learning Ensemble, 
with regular collaborations since then, 
and since 2019 they have been members 
of Live Music Now!

The duo have received coaching and 
guidance from eminent musicians such 
as accordion professor Owen Murray, 
Mario Stefano Pietrodarchi, Mie Miki 
and Bjarke Mogensen (accordionists), 
viola professors James Sleigh and Roger 
Chase and the violist Garth Knox. This 
has shaped the stylistic perception of 
the ensemble, depending always on the 
unique character of each composition.



For further information contact the Parish Office. Tel: 01372 462282 
Email: office@esherparish.org.uk. Website: www.esherparish.org.uk

FUTURE LUNCHTIME CONCERTS  
AT CHRIST CHURCH

Third Wednesday of the month 
Doors open 12.30pm - Concert from 1.15pm

2021 Programme

Oct 20 Clare Howick, violin & John Paul Ekins, piano 

Nov 17 Mera Horn Trio 

Dec 15 Come & Sing Carols

All MOTG fixtures are being kept under review in the light of the latest  

coronavirus situation. Please check our website for up-to-date news. 

Beethoven Belated 250th Anniversary Celebration!

Sunday 10 October 2021 
Concert I at 3pm / Concert II at 7pm 

Tessa Uys & Ben Schoeman piano duo

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
Concert I - Symphonies 1 & 5   

Concert II - Symphony no. 9 (including the Ode to Joy) 

Tickets £10 per head  (£18 for both concerts);  children free. 
Advance booking required via the Parish Office.


