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Exploring your call to serve

All are called . . .
Two of the most profound questions we ask, at various and
different times in our lives, are “Who am I?” and “What am
I here for?” Perhaps that is why you have picked up this
leaflet today.
Vocation is about the whole of our lives. At our baptism,
we are called into a relationship with Jesus Christ and
become his disciples. This means following and serving him
in all that we are and all that we do, in our relationships
and involvement in our local communities.
. . . and some are called to serve God and the church
through particular ministries
God does, however, call some individuals to serve in a
particular role - within their Church or community:
maybe as a Children’s or Youth Minister, through music, or
some other service.

Some are called, for example, to serve as deacons and
priests, Licensed Lay Ministers (Reader), Church Army
evangelists, Pastoral Assistants or as a member of a
Religious Order. Others train as Occasional Preachers or
Leaders of Worship.

‘But I’m just an ordinary person. I couldn’t possibly . . . don’t
you have to hear a voice, or have a vision . . .?’
God calls all kinds of people, including people like you. The
Bible is full of accounts of God calling those who thought they
weren’t up to the task.
Have a look at:
Abraham

Genesis 12:1-4

Moses

Exodus 3:1-12 & 4:1-11

Samuel

1 Sam 3: 1-10

Mary

Luke 1. 26—38

Zacchaeus

Luke 19:1-10

‘ Don’t I need qualifications?’
Those offering themselves for ministry come in all shapes
and sizes, young and not so young, women and men, with a
range of qualifications or none. There are several pathways
for training and the right one will be found for you.

‘Who can I talk to about this? What do I do next?’

And Pray!

Speak first to your Vicar. He or she was once in the same
position as you, wondering if God was calling them to
public ministry. Talk it over with others who know you well
and whose opinions you trust, and pray that God will make
God’s will known to you. Have a look at the Church of
England’s website www.vocation.churchofengland.org. It is
full of information and stories about how God continues to
call people to serve. The diocesan website also has useful
information about the range of ministries available.
www.cofeguildford.org.uk/vocations

Pray that God’s will is made known to you.
Lord God, I know you love me and have plans for my life. Help
me when I feel discouraged or overwhelmed, speak to me
through the gift of your Word and fellowship with others and
help me to respond to your call. Take me and use me to your
praise and to your glory. Amen

‘Then what?’
Once you have talked things through with others, contact
the Diocesan Vocations Adviser who will be happy to meet
you or direct you to one of the skilled and experienced
team of Local Vocations Advisers who will be
delighted to continue to listen, advise and pray for you and
with you as you identify the next step forward in exploring
your call.

Some stories . . .
. . . called to Lay Ministry, Stephen Pugh
shares his story
“I first felt called to “ministry” at University
some 20+ years ago. Then, I understood this
to mean becoming a vicar. After University, I
moved to Guildford and started worshipping
at St Peter’s Shared Church and a year later got involved in All
Age worship including preaching and leading services. A
colleague suggested investigating Lay Ministry and I began to
understand more about it. It was then that I really started
seeing the breadth of ministry within the Church.

It became apparent that my call and giftings were around
preaching, teaching and leading so I trained as an LLM
(Reader). The joy of my ministry is that there is no ‘one size
fits all’ model. Preaching and teaching isn’t based around
the pulpit on a Sunday but is about building bridges,
making connections with the world and the church with
people of all faiths and none. I help at Cub Scouts and in a
local Amateur Dramatics Group. Oh, and I work as well!
You might argue that I am doing nothing different from any
Christian who is at work or helping out in community
groups and that’s partly true. The difference is that I have
had the formational training enabling me to hold
everything together with the more formal role at Church
on a Sunday morning. This is what makes the difference.”
Jenn Riddlestone talks about her call to ordination
“I first began exploring the idea of calling when I was in my
late teens. I’d always wanted to teach but something
seemed to be drawing me away from that into youth
ministry. At university, I studied maths in preparation for
my teaching career but a gap year after graduation
confirmed that youth ministry was more fun.
Unfortunately, I became ill so couldn’t follow that up and
spent 3 years wondering what God was doing. Then I
recovered and began to explore vocation again.

I realised that I wanted to help people
encounter God and know his love for them
through scripture and through the
sacraments. I chatted to my vicar and began
trying things out – leading small groups,
organising services, preaching and all sorts,
and then the formal process began. It was
slow, daunting, exciting and fast all at once. “
Barry Jordan tells of being called to be a Pastoral Assistant
Apart from going to church for the occasional wedding and
funeral, I really only became more involved in church life as I
approached my 60th birthday. My wife had
joined
the
church
choir
and
I
decided to support her by going to the services,
and I became more spiritually aware. I looked
forward to church and soon wanted to be
confirmed. The confirmation classes and the
ceremony made me feel more part of the
church, and I became a sidesman and led
prayers. We were both asked to run a ‘Puzzling Questions’
course. We ran two successful courses encouraging people to
question ideas about faith. Last year, I undertook the
thoroughly enjoyable Pastoral Assistants training course and
now I visit many people offering pastoral support, something I
find very rewarding.

