PARISH OF ESHER

CHRIST CHURCH, ESHER with ST GEORGE’S, WEST END
Growing together in Faith, Hope and Love
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHURCH SERVICES
St George’s

Holy Communion at 9.00am
led by Revd Darren McCallig
Preacher
Revd Darren McCallig
Reading & Prayers Bridget Williams
Christ Church
Parish Communion at 10.30am
led by Revd Darren McCallig
Preacher
Revd Darren McCallig
Churchwarden
Helen Coulson
Sidespeople
Margaret Dane, Sandra Argent
Reading & Prayers Stewart Henderson, Juliet Philip
Refreshments
Jennifer Meade, Will Stevens

MUSIC
Musicians

Opening music
Hymns
Anthem
Closing music

Keith Howell-Jones, Stuart Whatton,
Oliver Macfarlane
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland
(Reger)
30, 39, 41
Zion hears the watchmen's voices
(Bach)
Herr Christ, der ein'ge Gottes-Sohn,
BWV 601 (Bach)

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns, turn us
from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,
born in David's city of Bethlehem,
born like him to be a king:
Be born in our hearts this Christmas-tide,
be king of our lives today.
Amen.

28 NOVEMBER 2021

Message from our Rector, Darren
My dear friends,
Advent, like Lent, is a time of preparation.
In Lent we accompany Jesus into the
wilderness for forty days; in Advent we
accompany John the Baptist into the
wilderness for four weeks. The goal,
essentially, is the same: to prepare
ourselves to celebrate the great feasts
of Easter and Christmas respectively.
Kathy Galloway, the Church of Scotland
minister and former leader of the Iona
Community, writes of Advent as a time to
‘prepare for new life, for the birth of Christ
within us, to clear the way so that we have
more courageous self-examination, more
open hearts, more receptive spirits, more
loving kindness towards ourselves and
others.’ In short, Advent is a time to ‘walk
the road of love.’ Galloway goes on:
‘The first necessity for our walking the way
of love is that we should be on our feet.
“Rise from the dust, undo the chains that
bind you”, says Isaiah … To stand up
very often means to stand out, and to
stand up for the way of love is not, it seems,
a very acceptable stance at the moment.
Nevertheless, by grace it is both our calling
and our charism, our gift, our freedom. Let
us encourage and support one another to
embrace our calling and our freedom this
Advent.’ (Getting Personal)
God bless,

READING 1 Thessalonians 3.9-end

GOSPEL Luke 21.25-36

How can we thank God enough for
you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you? Night
and day we pray most earnestly that we
may see you face to face and restore
whatever is lacking in your faith. Now
may our God and Father himself and our
Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And
may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for
all, just as we abound in love for you.
And may he so strengthen your hearts
in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all
his saints.

Jesus said ‘There will be signs in the sun,
the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. People
will faint from fear and foreboding of what
is coming upon the world, for the powers
of the heavens will be shaken. Then they
will see “the Son of Man coming in a
cloud” with power and great glory. Now
when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.’ Then
he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig
tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves
and know that summer is already near.
So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that the kingdom of God
is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will
not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away. Be on
guard so that your hearts are not weighed
down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day
does not catch you unexpectedly, like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live
on the face of the whole earth. Be alert
at all times, praying that you may have
the strength to escape all these things
that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.’

PSALM 25.1-9
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, in you I trust; do not let me
be put to shame; do not let my enemies
exult over me.
3 Do not let those who wait for you be
put to shame; let them be ashamed who
are wantonly treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; for
you I wait all day long.
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and
of your steadfast love, for they have been
from of old.
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth
or my transgressions; according to your
steadfast love remember me, for your
goodness’ sake, O Lord!
8 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore
he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.

AN ADVENT PRAYER
May I have the courage today
to live the life that I would love,
to postpone my dream no longer
but to do at last what I came here for
and waste my heart on fear no more.
John O’Donohue

PARISH COVID INFORMATION

ST GEORGE’S SERVICE NOTES

Parish Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Update
We are very happy to have Christ Church
and Saint George's West End open again
for in-person public worship. Christ Church
will also open for private prayer most
Wednesdays, 10am to 4pm.

Welcome! It’s great to be together for
Sunday worship.
A few things to remember:
•
•

Communion
In line with Church of England guidance
those who wish to make an act of Spiritual
Communion can use this prayer.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
•
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
•
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Daily Hope Helpline 0800 804 8044
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and
reflections as well as full worship services
from the Church of England at the end of
a telephone line 24 hours a day. A Church
•
of England initiative (in partnership with Holy
Trinity Claygate, and Faith in Later Life).
•

Please take the Pewsheet with you.
We ask, please, that you continue to wear
a face covering, bearing in mind that
masks primarily provide protection to
others. Exemptions are: those leading
worship; children under 11; those unable
to put on/wear a face mask because of
a physical or mental illness or disability;
those for whom wearing a mask will
cause severe distress; and anyone
assisting someone who relies on
lip reading to communicate.
We are delighted to be able to sing
again as a congregation.
Communion will be in one kind only
(consecrated bread) with the priest
wearing a face covering for distribution.
Please stay in your seats and the priest
will come to you. Before receiving the
bread each person should apply hand
sanitiser from their own personal bottle
(we have some available if you have
forgotten to bring yours).
To make an act of 'Spiritual Communion'
please use the prayer opposite.
Coffee will not be served in St George’s
for the time being, but we do hope you
will join us after the service in the West
End Sports & Social Club so we can chat
and socialise as we have always done.
Just as we asked you to use the hand
sanitiser on the way in, please use it
again on the way out.

Help & the Parish Office
The office is now manned however if you
do need any help please make contact
via the office email and telephone initially.
For all urgent enquiries contact the Rector, •
the Revd Darren McCallig (01372 461088 or
rector@esherparish.org.uk) or a churchwarden
- Helen Coulson on 07506 701454 or Jane It's wonderful to have you here - thank you
for coming.
Tyrrell on 07971 698299. Many thanks.
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We encourage you, please – if you have
the NHS app – to scan the QR code on
arrival at church.
Please take the Pewsheet with you.
Unless you are seated in the designated
socially-distanced zone (the front-middle
section of the church where every other
pew is marked off with red ribbons) there is
no need to wear a face covering. Though,
of course, please wear one if you wish.
For those seated in the designated
socially-distanced zone, please bear in
mind that there are some exemptions to
mask wearing: those leading worship;
children under 11; those unable to put
on/wear a face mask because of a physical
or mental illness or disability; those for
whom wearing a mask will cause severe
distress; and anyone assisting someone
who relies on lip reading to communicate.
We are delighted to be able to sing again
as a congregation.
The toilet (at the back of the church) is
open, but please use only if necessary.
The service will be live streamed on the
Parish YouTube channel.
Communion will be in one kind only
(consecrated bread) with the priest
wearing a face covering for distribution.
Please come ‘up’ the centre aisle and use
the hand sanitiser before receiving. Please
return to your seat ‘down’ the side aisles.
To make an act of 'Spiritual Communion'
please use the prayer opposite.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.
This will be outside, weather permitting.
Just as you used the hand sanitiser on the
way in, please use it again on the way out.

It's wonderful to have you here - thank you!

PARISH NOTICES
Songs of Praise - Many thanks to all who
voted for their favourite hymns for last
Sunday afternoon’s Songs of Praise service.
Overall 56 different hymns received votes
with three clear front-runners and then four
hymns tied for fourth place. The results
were: First place - Dear Lord and Father of
mankind; Second place - Praise my soul the
King of heaven; Third place - Be still for the
presence of the Lord; Joint fourth place All people that on earth do dwell, Be thou
my vision O Lord of my heart, Love divine,
all loves excelling and Tell out my soul.
Thanks also to those who spoke about what
their chosen hymn means to them. Over
£200 was raised for parish funds and many
felt that we should do another such service
again in the future – watch this space!

Christingle Service - Our Parish Christingle
Service will take place in Christ Church on
Sunday 5 December at 10.30am.
Christingle Workshop - Join us on Saturday
3 December at 10.30am in Christ Church so
we make our Christingles together.
Christingle Kits - Should anyone prefer a
Christingle Kit to make their own Christingles
at home please let the Parish Office know.
The kits can be picked up at Christ Church on
Friday, 2-3pm, and Saturday, 11am to noon.

Christmas Shoeboxes - ‘Link to Hope’ is a
Christian charity that believes ‘in distributing
love to those in need regardless of colour,
creed, background or religion.’ Every year
they organise a shoe box appeal for those
living in desperately difficult circumstances
in Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine.
Growing Together - Thank you to everyone You can help by filling a shoe box full of
who has responded to our ‘stewardship
gifts and useful items for a family or an elderly
season’. Every contribution has been gratefully person. Please fill a shoebox and bring the
received and truly valued. We are now busily completed box to church on Sunday 28
processing all responses and will provide an November to be blessed and sent on its way
update in the pewsheet in the next few weeks.
Advent Appeal 2021 - This year our Advent
Friends Update - Our next Coffee Morning Appeal will be raising funds for the Lower
will take place at St George’s in West End
Green Community Centre which has recently
on Wednesday 8 December at 10.30am.
been refurbished and reopened as a hub for
Friends and guests are welcome to join us the Lower Green community in Esher. It is
for coffee, tea, cake, company and a chat! used to help people to develop their skills,
Fellowship - The Group will next meet in in ideas etc and to come together for activities.
Christ Church on Wednesday 8 December at The Beehive Cafe is open daily serving teas,
11am – the last meeting of 2021. We happily coffees, snacks and other refreshments. The
welcome all newcomers to our group as
cafe is an ideal meeting place for friends and
we reflect on our faith, prayer and life.
neighbours to drop in for a warm welcome
‘Zoom’ Bible Reflection & Prayer - This Tuesday and a chat. To keep this essential service
going, the centre constantly needs to raise
morning group is taking a break until 2022.
funds. We can help, by giving generously
‘Zoom’ Morning Prayer & Zoffee! - There
through our Advent Appeal. Please give as
will be no Morning Prayer next Wednesday,
much as you can in the appeal envelopes,
1 December. It will resume again at 9am on
remembering to include your details so we
Wednesday 8 December.
can claim Gift Aid and enhance your donation.

PARISH NOTICES
Repair, Cleaning and Redecoration of the
Roof Rainwater Gutters - You may have
noticed scaffolding and ladders at the east
end of Christ Church. This was to facilitate
the substantial and badly needed repair
and redecoration of the rainwater gutters
and downpipes. This had been postponed
three years ago due a lack of available
funds. Fortunately our appeal for funds
via the recent ‘Growing Together in Faith,
Hope & Love’ appeal has brought forth a
substantial donation of circa £8k (10K after
Gift Aid) from a church member which has
enabled this work to be undertaken. As
well as the repair and maintenance, the
new paint work has brought the stonework
of the church walls into a beautiful sharp
focus. The gutters were cleaned and
blockages to hidden guttering above
the vestry were found and cleared thus
eliminating historic leaks into and around
the parish office. The fabric of both churches
is in need of constant maintenance and
repair to keep it to the standards that we
would all wish for. Additional donations,
big or small, for the maintenance of our
beautiful buildings will be always needed
and most welcome. All such monies will
be expended with great diligence and an
eye to value on worthwhile projects. Next
year we will be looking for monies to add
to an existing donation for a substantial
upgrade of the lighting in Christ Church
which is now failing at various points, and
is outdated and costly to maintain in usage
and repair costs. With that and other minor
building works, fixture and fittings (ie altar
linen) repairs and replacements plus
ongoing maintenance, such as the boilers,
all contributions are always greatly needed
and will be tremendously valued and
appreciated.

Christmas Delivery - Our new little Parish
booklet is now printed and is waiting to be
delivered to Esher homes. We are keen to
recruit help to deliver these to homes in
Esher (and particularly to the Lower Green
area) between Saturday 27 November and
Wednesday 1 December. Please sign-up at
the back of the church or contact Will Stevens
(07505 904089/wjtstevens@gmail.com). All
help will be gratefully received. Thank you.
Christmas Tree at Christ Church - We
are looking for volunteers to help with
setting up and decorating the Christmas
Tree on Saturday 3 December. Please let
the Parish Office know if you can help.
Come & Sing Carols - Our next Music on the
Green concert on Wednesday 15 December
at 1.15pm is given over to festive singing
interspersed with prose and poetry – at times
humorous, at times thought-provoking. This
year will be no exception, so come along to
get in to the yuletide spirit with some of your
favourite carols and seasonal refreshments.
Christmas cards - Our new St George’s
cards, designed by Alice Coulson, are £5
for a pack of 10. Our Parish cards feature
seasonal photographs of both churches in a
mixed pack of 12 cards for £8. Please order
or buy either pack in church today.
100 Best Christmas Poems For Children A sparkling, new paperback Christmas
stocking filler for children and grandchildren.
With poems from all the stars of the silver
page – Wendy Cope, Ted Hughes, Julia
Donaldson, including our own Stewart
Henderson. Edited by Roger McGough.
Illustrated by Beatriz Castro. Published by
SPCK at £8.99. Available online from
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/100-bestchristmas-poems-for-children at £7.99 or
ordered via a local bookshop or Amazon.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Those who are ill: Yasmin Ingram, Stuart Williams, Maureen O’Brien, Betty Walker,
Geoff Walker, Elizabeth Arnold, Sue Lynn, Hugh Miller, Stewart Henderson,
John Treneman, Gilly Barrett, David Gerrard, Sheila Wilson
RIP Anniversaries: Florence Mildred Hooper, Julian Molteno, Frank Dane,
Dudley Paget-Brown, Muriel Ross, Stephen Semple, Francis Walden
RIP: Mary Cooke, Anne Patricia Reichman, Penny Hammond

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
Readings for Morning Prayer taken from the Church of England Lectionary.
Nov/Dec
Monday 29
Tuesday 30
Wednesday 1
Thursday 2
Friday 3

Time Reading
Isaiah 14.3-20; Ps 96; Matthew 9.18-34
Isaiah 17; Ps 97; Matthew 9.35-10.15
9.00-10.00am Isaiah 19; Ps 112; Matthew 10.16-33
Isaiah 21.1-12; Ps 125; Matthew 10.34-11.1
Isaiah 22.1-14; Ps 139; Matthew 11.2-19

LOOKING AHEAD
November
Sunday 28
Monday 29
Tuesday 30
December
Wednesday

1

Thursday
Saturday

2
4

Sunday

5

Time
9.00am
10.30am
7.15pm
3.30pm
Time
10.00am-4.00pm
7.00-8.30pm
All day
10.30am
9.00am
10.30am
4.30pm

Event
Holy Communion, St George’s
Parish Communion, Christ Church
Choir practice, Christ Church
Funeral of Anne Patricia Reichman,
Randalls Park Crematorium
Event
Christ Church open
Bellringing practice, Christ Church
Parish Office closed
Christingle Making Workshop &
Christmas Tree Decoration, Christ Church
Holy Communion, St George’s
All Age Eucharistic & Christingle Service,
Christ Church
A Concert of Seasonal & Festive Music by the
Promenade Youth & Junior Choirs, Christ Church

CONTACTS
PARISH OF ESHER
RECTOR
Website www.esherparish.org.uk
Revd Darren McCallig
Facebook www.facebook.com/EsherParish
Tel 01372 461088 Email rector@esherparish.org.uk
SoundCloud soundcloud.com/esherparish
Rector’s day off is Monday
PARISH OFFICE Christ Church, Church Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 8QS
Tel 01372 462282 Email office@esherparish.org.uk

