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The Christmas tree lights, candles, or stars 
with which we decorate our homes can be 
seen as shining symbols of our deepest 
human longings - our longing for light in 
times of darkness; our longing for life in 
times of loss; our longing for hope in  
times of discouragement.

And the extraordinary paradox is that it’s  
often only when things are dark and difficult 
that we glimpse this light and hope - the 
shadows somehow sharpen our vision. 
Laurie Anderson - widow of rock music 
legend Lou Reed - expressed something 
of this deep mystery in beautiful words 
written at the time of her husband’s death:

Last week I promised Lou to get him out of 
the hospital and home to Springs. And we 
made it! Lou was a tai chi master and spent 
his last days here being happy and dazzled 
by the beauty and power and softness of  
nature. He died on Sunday morning looking 
at the trees .. Long live the beauty that comes 
down and through and onto all of us.

But just what is this sustaining beauty that’s 
both within us and beyond us? For Christians, 
it’s seen in the life of Jesus of Nazareth - the 
one the Bible describes as ‘the light shining 
in the darkness.’ And in these weeks before 
Christmas we ready ourselves (in so far as 
we ever can!) for being bowled over by 
that beauty, and dazzled by that light.

Eternal beauty comes, however, in many 
guises. It comes, for example, in the 
everyday heroism of front-line workers 
during this year’s pandemic. It comes  
in the true word spoken at cost. It comes 
in the piece of music which blows our 
hearts wide open. It comes in the  
friend who sticks by us no matter what. 
It comes in the hope that endures when 
brittle optimism has shattered. It comes 
in the light we see when we face the 
darkness together. 

This light and love will be the focus of 
our Christmas services, which you are 
most warmly invited to attend - whether 
in person or online. Meanwhile in these 
darkest days of the year, my prayer  
for us all is this:

Long live the beauty,  
the light and the love,  
that comes down and through  
and onto all of us.

May it fill our hearts this Christmas.

God bless

Revd Darren McCallig 
Rector of Esher

is about light in the darkness 
this year, perhaps, more than ever.

Christmas



Esher Shines
We’d like to share a simple idea to spread 
some Christmas light and love this year: 
let’s all display a star in our windows 
from now until the New Year. It could be 
something that you already have or you 
could have a go at making one - a paper 
star, a painted star, a glittery star - the 
only limit is your imagination! So let’s all 
join in, if we can, and make Esher shine!

Here’s an outline of our services.

Christingle Service
A favourite with all ages, this service gets 
its name from the Christingle oranges 
which are used to explore the story of 
God’s love for the world at Christmas. 
It’s a truly magical moment when the 
candles are lit and the lights are dimmed, 
reminding us of that Light which no 
darkness can ultimately overcome.

MOTG Christmas Celebration
Traditionally our Music on the Green 
December concert is given over to 
festive music with a selection of prose 
and poetry - at times humorous, at times 
thought-provoking.  This year we will 
carefully celebrate Christmas as best  
we can within current constraints!

Festival of Lessons & Carols
For many, attending this traditional carol  
service heralds the start of Christmas. 
From the evocative opening notes of 
Once in Royal David’s City, through time-
honoured readings from the King James 
Bible, to the triumphant strains of Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing, this iconic blend 
of familiar Christmas carols and beautiful 
choral music is an event not to be missed.

Crib Service
This is our very popular child-friendly 
service and a great opportunity for little 
ones to come dressed as their favourite 
character from the Christmas story (wise 
man, shepherd, angel, etc.). There will be 
words and music as we assemble the crib 
and enter into the wonder of the nativity 
story. The service lasts about 50 minutes, 
so do come along - there’s always room 
for one more angel or shepherd!

Christmas Eve ‘Midnight Mass’
Experience the drama and beauty 
of Christmas at this traditional and 
atmospheric late-night service. There 
will be choral and organ music and well-
known carols to usher us into Christmas 
Day through this celebration of Holy 
Communion. We promise that the church 
will be warm, and so will the welcome!

Christmas Day Services
We pull out all the stops for this 
Christmas morning service of Holy 
Communion. With much-loved classic 
carols and the choir in full voice, we join 
together to celebrate how ‘Love came 
down at Christmas’ and what this means 
for us today.  It’s the perfect way to 
begin your festivities on this special day.

Sunday Services
Our weekly services continue with the First 
Sunday of Christmas service on Sunday 
27 December. We gather every Sunday at 
Christ Church at 10.30am, either in person 
or online via Facebook and Soundcloud. 
All are very welcome. Attendance at the  
St George’s 9am services is regrettably by 
prior booking only, due to church capacity.
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Christmas 2020
We are delighted to offer Christmas services in both our churches, Christ Church and  
St George’s West End, this year.  Sadly, though, numbers will be limited due to Covid-19  
restrictions. Our Christmas services are always popular, so we are introducing a simple 
booking system for the services listed below. Individuals, couples and family bubbles 
will be allocated seats. We would ask, please, that you book only what you need, as 
that way we can accommodate the maximum number of people. To book, please email 
the Parish Office with details. All Covid restrictions apply, including wearing a face 
covering. If you do book seats and then cannot attend, please let us know: a booking 
means a seat with your name on it. It would be a shame for it to be empty when we 
could have given it to someone who wanted to attend. Finally, if you are unable to  
join us for our services, they are livestreamed - please see our website for details. 

Sunday 6 December 
Christingle Service 
10.30am Christ Church, Esher
No need to book for this service.

Wednesday 16 December 
A Celebration of Christmas 
1.15pm  Christ Church, Esher 

Sunday 20 December 
Monday 21 December 
Festival of Lessons & Carols 
6.00pm Christ Church, Esher
This service is repeated, so just book once.

Christmas Eve 
Crib Service 
4.00pm Christ Church, Esher 
Midnight Mass 
11.30pm Christ Church, Esher

Christmas Day 
9.00am St George’s, West End 
10.30am Christ Church, Esher

Sunday 27 December 
9.00am St George’s, West End 
10.30am Christ Church, Esher
No need to book for the 10.30am service.

Parish of Esher, Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 
Telephone: 01372 462282  Email: office@esherparish.org.uk  Website: www.esherparish.org.uk 
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 10am to 12 noon

Christ Church, Esher 

St George’s, West End


