
 

 

PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

Eucharist for the Feast of 
Saint Peter the Apostle 

(transferred) 

 

‘Do this in remembrance of me’ 

Luke 22.19b 
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Opening Organ Voluntary 
Improvisation on an Irish Air 
Keith Howell-Jones (b. 1946) 

The Gathering 

The minister greets the people.  

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Hymn 
Bright the vision that delighted  

Bright the vision that delighted 
once the sight of Judah's seer; 
sweet the countless tongues united 
to entrance the prophet's ear. 

Round the Lord in glory seated 
cherubim and seraphim 
filled his temple, and repeated 
each to each the alternate hymn: 

  



 

  3 

'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 
earth is with its fullness stored; 
unto thee be glory given, 
holy, holy, holy, Lord.' 

Heaven is still with glory ringing, 
earth takes up the angels' cry, 
'Holy, holy, holy,' singing, 
'Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.' 

With his seraph train before him, 
with his holy church below, 
thus unite we to adore him, 
bid we thus our anthem flow: 

'Lord thy glory fills the heaven; 
earth is with its fullness stored; 
unto thee be glory given, 
holy, holy, holy, Lord.’ (tune Laus Deo, A&M 603) 

Prayers of Penitence  
The grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all. 
Let us come to him, in sorrow for our sins, 
seeking healing and salvation. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
through our own fault 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
We are heartily sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
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The minister says: 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
The minister introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Almighty God, 
who inspired your apostle Saint Peter 
to confess Jesus as Christ and Son of the living God: 
build up your Church upon this rock, 
that in unity and peace it may proclaim one truth 
and follow one Lord,  
your Son our Saviour Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings  
Either one or two readings from scripture precede the Gospel reading, 
and a psalm, canticle or hymn may follow the first reading.   

Acts 12.1-11 
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to 
the church.  He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword.  After 
he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was 
during the festival of Unleavened Bread.)  When he had seized him, he put 
him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. While Peter was 
kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. The very night 
before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains,  
was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were 
keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and 



 

  6 

a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, 
‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists.  The angel said to him, 
‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, 
‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me. ’Peter went out and followed 
him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was 
real; he thought he was seeing a vision.  After they had passed the first and 
the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along 
a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. Then Peter came to himself and 
said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from 
the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 

At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
When the Gospel is announced, the reader says (with a sung response): 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 16.13-19 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’  And they said, ‘Some 
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. ’And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 
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At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
After the sermon you are encouraged to listen to the following Anthem: 

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
Hymn to St Peter 
Performed by The Sixteen 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XbpOeo90qU&t=242s 

Text from Psalm 45 and St Matthew’s Gospel 

Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
The minister introduces the prayers. 

One of these responses may be used: 

Lord, in your mercy or Lord, hear us: 
hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace  
The minister introduces the Peace. 

We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Online Offertory 
At this time of online services, proceeds from the ‘online offertory’ are 
being split 50/50 between supporting the Parish’s ministry and mission 
and helping local charities working with the most vulnerable. 
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At the moment, that worthy cause is the charity Kingston Churches Action 
on Homelessness (https://www.kcah.org.uk/) which supports people who 
are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. Supporting this organisation 
is especially poignant at the moment, as one of its founders, the Revd Peter 
Holmes, Vicar of St Peter’s Norbiton, died recently of COVID-19. 

To donate to our ‘online offertory’ please go to our JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/EsherOnlineOffertory. For further 
information, as well as details of other ways to donate, see the 
pewsheet and the parish website (https://www.esherparish.org.uk). 

Preparation of the Table 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed on it. 
The following prayer is used: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,  
which earth has given and human hands have made.   
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,  
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.   
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

A short proper preface is inserted here when appropriate. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will  come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

  



 

  12 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Peter and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

The Agnus Dei may be used as the bread is broken. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  

 

 

 

Giving of Communion  
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

In line with the Church of England guidance on Spiritual Communion  
at this time of the Coronavirus (see separate document for guidance),  
I invite you to pray: 
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Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.  
Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Prayer after Communion  
Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said: 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

Then all say together: 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 
Thou art the Christ, O Lord 

Thou art the Christ, O Lord, 
the Son of God most high: 
for ever be adored 
that name in earth and sky, 
in which, though mortal strength may fail, 
the saints of God at last prevail. 

O, surely he was blest 
with blessedness unpriced, 
who, taught of God, confessed 
the Godhead in the Christ; 
for of thy church, Lord, thou didst own 
thy saint a true foundation-stone. 

Thrice fallen, thrice restored! 
the bitter lesson learnt, 
that heart for thee, O Lord, 
with triple ardour burnt. 
The cross he took he laid not down 
until he grasped the martyr's crown. 

O bright triumphant faith, 
O courage void of fears, 
O love most strong in death, 
O penitential tears! 
By these, Lord, keep us lest we fall, 
and make us go where thou shalt call.  (tune Love Unknown, A&M 321) 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Closing Organ Voluntary 
Improvisation on ‘You are the Rock’ 
Keith Howell-Jones (b. 1946) 
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