
PARISH OF ESHER 
Christ Church, Esher with St George’s, West End 

All Age Eucharist  
for All Saints 

 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they will see God.’ 

Matthew 5.8 
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The Gathering 

The minister greets the people.  

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you: 
and also with you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

Prayer for Forgiveness 

Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,  
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
looking to Jesus in penitence and faith. 

Lord, you are gracious and compassionate: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

You are loving to all 
and your mercy is over all your creation: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Your faithful servants bless your name 
and speak of the glory of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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The minister says: 

May the God of love bring you back to himself,  
forgive you your sins, and assure you of his eternal love  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

The following is sung by the choir. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 
To God be glory for ever! To God be glory for ever! 
Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.  
Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father. 
Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father. 
To God be glory for ever! To God be glory for ever! 
Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 
To God be glory for ever! To God be glory for ever! 
Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. 
Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.  

Collect 

God of holiness, 
your glory is proclaimed in every age: 
as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 
inspire us to follow their example 
with boldness and joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Reading 

A scripture reading precedes the Gospel.  

1 John 3.1-3 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 
of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 
we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he 
is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who 
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 5.1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they  
will be filled. 
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‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Address 

At the conclusion of the address, some music will follow. 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family  
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith,  
and fills us with his love.   

We believe in God the Holy Spirit  
who strengthens us  
with power from on high.   

We believe in one God;  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

The minister introduces the prayers. 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
let us pray to the Father. 

This response may be used. 

Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace 

The minister introduces the Peace. 

With the saints we are fellow-citizens of the household of God,  
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those  
who were far off and those who were near. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
Preparation of the Table 

A short piece of piano music will be played.  

As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. 
Amen. 



 8 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Question:  Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

Lord of all life, you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 

You give us your love, 
even when things go wrong. 
Jesus knew hurt and pain. 
Through him you wipe away our tears, 
and fill us with your peace. 

You made us all, each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and proclaim your praise: 

(sung by the choir) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 
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Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

Question:  Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

Question:  How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Answer:  Listen, and we will hear. 

Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

And now with all your saints 
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever.  
Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever.   
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

The choir sings the Agnus Dei. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  
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Giving of Communion  

God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Please come forward for Holy Communion (in one kind only) as directed 
by the president and/or the stewards. Communion will be administered 
in silence, and so before the administration the president will say,  
‘The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life’, 
and all who intend to receive are invited to reply, ‘Amen’. 

Those not receiving Holy Communion today may wish to  
pray this prayer: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. 

During the distribution, music will be played. 
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Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 

The post communion prayer is said:  

Lord of heaven, 
in this eucharist you have brought us near 
to an innumerable company of angels 
and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 
as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 
we have shared their fellowship, 
so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Notices may be given. 

Hymn 

The choir will sing the first and final verses of this hymn,  
and the congregation is invited to recite the two middle verses.  
There will be an organ improvisation between each verse. 

Rejoice in God's saints, today and all days! 
A world without saints forgets how to praise. 
Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer, 
their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share. 

Some march with events to turn them God's way; 
some need to withdraw, the better to pray; 
some carry the gospel through fire and through flood: 
our world is their parish: their purpose is God. 

Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown, 
who bear someone's cross, or shoulder their own: 
they shame our complaining, our comforts, our cares: 
what patience in caring, what courage, is theirs! 



 13 

Rejoice in God's saints, today and all days! 
A world without saints forgets how to praise. 
In loving, in living, they prove it is true: 
the way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you. 

The Dismissal 

May God, 
who kindled the fire of his love in the hearts of the saints, 
pour upon you the riches of his grace. 
Amen. 

May he give you joy in their fellowship 
and a share in their praises. 
Amen. 

May he strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness 
and to come to the full radiance of glory. 
Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Closing Piano Music 
Sonata in D, Kp.288 
Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757) 
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