
To everyone at Christ Church, Esher and Saint George’s, West End, 

A few days ago Bishop Andrew Watson wrote to me to confirm my 
appointment as the next Rector of Esher. It is a great honour, and I am  
very grateful to those involved in the selection process for the trust they 
have placed in me. 

Many times, over the course of the two days of interviews and meetings  
in November, I was asked “Why Esher?” It’s a good question! And, quite 
frankly, my answer developed as I grew to know more about your parish  
and the people who look to it as their spiritual home.  

Initially, I was attracted by the parish profile, which painted a picture of a 
church family aware of both its traditional strengths as well as its contemporary 
challenges. Then, when I visited, I experienced a warm, open and welcoming 
community determined to be the agents of – in the words of your vision 
statement – the “reconciling, sustaining, guiding and healing” Love of God. 
My hope and prayer is that – by the grace of God – we can be just such an 
inclusive community of faith.  

I also hope that we can have some fun along the way too! Much of the 
culture around us – and sometimes the culture in the church – is caught  
up in anxious busyness and fretful hyperactivity. This coming season of 
Christmas, however, calls us to a different way of living, with its emphasis on 
both contemplation and celebration – contemplation of the nativity scene: 
the baby in the manger, the Word made flesh. And then also celebration  
– celebration of all that that birth means for those who trust that Love did 
indeed come down at Christmas, and Love will never abandon us. 

So, I wish you every joy and blessing as we prepare for the festivities ahead, 
and I ask you to pray for me as I make arrangements to leave Norway.  
There are, as always, some formalities to be dealt with before a date of 
institution is settled, but I expect to be with you sometime in March, and  
I look forward to getting to know you all. 

God bless, 

Darren. 


